
Page No. 1



Page No. 2

CONTENTS
Lockdown Notes from a Cleveleys Garden -

Phil James......................................................................................2

 Obituary - Martha Newton ........................................................4

 American Sparrow......................................................................5

Obituary - Audrey Locksley.......................................................6

 Obituary - Pete Bowdler...........................................................10

Society Diary

 Calendars of Meetings of Affiliated Societies.............................12

Hoverflies of Saddleworth - review..........................................17.

Contributions for the next issue by the beginning of December please!

Lockdown Notes from a Cleveleys Garden
Phil James

Late March, lockdown with the grandchildren and no string in the strimmer!
I have to admit that the strimmer is not an implement over-utilised in our intentionally
wildlife-friendly garden but the lack of a metre or so of orange string afforded the
opportunity for plants, both the bold and not so bold, to do their thing. The myriad spiders
teeming around the edges of the small lawn would remain undisturbed, as would anything
growing under the A-frames of the swing, where the Flymo struggles for space.
Early on Tuesday 7 April, I disposed of a dead Starling found in one of the beds and
assumed it had been killed by a cat. However, in mid-afternoon, I noticed a female
Sparrowhawk doing a thorough search at the exact spot where the Starling had been
found. She then inspected the spot by my shed door, where bloodstains indicated the first
strike had been made. The Sparrowhawk clearly remembered where she had left the prey,
probably when disturbed by my going to collect the bins.
Every year, we are adopted by a pair of Herring Gulls which nest on a chimney across the
road and use our garden as their main feeding station. This year’s male, Larry (Larus
argentatus), is a particularly intelligent and winning fellow who, with his elegant mate,
has raised three chicks. It is good to see a UK red-listed species make progress.
June saw the fledging of the family of blue tits that had nested in our sparrow village, high
at the rear of the house and out of harm’s way. Unfortunately, House Sparrows have never
used this facility but a few did visit the bird table, so I hope they nested nearby.
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This year, for the first time, we were hosts to a pair of Wood Pigeons. Concerned for their
safety, we were apprehensive when they nested in the fork of our White-stemmed Birch,
less than three metres above the ground. However, we need not have worried because the
female, ignoring the traffic of noisy children, was a dedicated incubator. The rough nest
of sticks had been well located and suffered no damage during two or three nights of
gales. It was fascinating to see the squabs growing so quickly, nourished by crop milk.
Venturing from the nest onto a branch, the squabs “semi-fledged” for a couple of days,
as Michaela Strachan of Springwatch would say. A few days later, the young birds took
their first flight to the crossbar of the swing, a few metres away. Interestingly, for a few
more days, they would return to be fed in the nest.
By the time the squabs had fledged, the unstrimmed areas had become very pretty.
Yorkshire Fog, Self-Heal, Common Mouse-Ear, Smooth Hawk’s Beard, Thyme-Leaved
Speedwell, Red Clover, Herb Robert and Perforate St.John’s Wort had all thrived.
Butterflies, while never so abundant as last year’s Painted Ladies, turned up in numbers
sufficient to reward our casual observations. Large and Small Whites, Red Admirals,
Peacocks, Small Tortoiseshells and one Comma were seen. Perhaps my favourite is the
Speckled Wood, which we have seen in the garden frequently over the past few years. I
love the way the feisty, territorial males see off other butterflies, including the larger Red
Admiral.
Betony, bought to attract bees a few years ago and planted as a plug, has established itself
near the back door and, this year, had as a neighbour a robust Common Ragwort. The
red-purple Betony and yellow Ragwort put on a lovely show and also attracted different
insects. Common Carder Bees appeared to visit only the Betony, while Red-Tailed and
Buff-Tailed Bumblebees and Hoverflies confined themselves to the Ragwort.
In August, we were visited frequently by a small flock of Starlings, clearly including
several broods. I find the juveniles particularly attractive at this time of year. With their
beige-grey heads and glossy wings, they look quite exotic and could almost be taken for
the adults of a different species. A pair of Blackbirds must also have bred successfully in
a neighbouring garden, two young having spent a couple of weeks scuttling through our
borders without apparent mishap.
Early September saw the children return to school and Larry, his head now mottled in
non-breeding plumage still visited, usually with the incessantly begging Peep, the third
of his brood and the most reluctant to leave. Peep, like many human offspring, is clearly
determined to exploit his father’s dedication and resourcefulness. I hope Larry’s brood
over-winters safely and only wish a ringing experiment could be done to identify
returning birds.
I suppose it had to happen - our son, taking pity on his parents’ inability to strim, offered
the loan of his machine. With some reluctance on my part, this offer was accepted and the
lawn, which will never be a bowling green, has reverted to its previous, more convention-
al appearance.
As I write, it appears this unkempt fragment of Lancashire could define my horizons until
after the winter solstice. No matter - I might see a Redwing or Fieldfare in the Hawthorn!
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Martha Elizabeth Newton (1941 - 2020)
Martha was born at Lumm
Farm, Littlemoss, Limehurst. At
that time Littlemoss village was
on the west side of an active
raised bog surrounded by farm-
land. Martha and her younger
sister Jennifer went to Littlem-
oss school.
In 1950 her family moved to
Stalybridge in Cheshire but her
parents still ran the farm and
Martha continued to attend her
old school from their new home.
Later Martha and Jennifer at-
tended Hyde County Grammar
School and transferred to Astley
County Grammar School in
Dukinfield. Martha played the
violin in the school orchestra
and was in the school hockey
team.
Martha went on to study Botany,
Zoology and Chemistry at Man-
chester University. After gradu-

ating she took a research assistant post at University College of North Wales at
Bangor. Here she obtained a further degree based on the study of the cytology of
British bryophytes. From there she went on to further university posts in research at
Birmingham with the British Antarctic Survey, based at the Winterborne Research
Gardens and teaching at the University of Leeds.
Of great local interest was the article Martha published in 1981 in the Naturalist. The
Bryophyte Collections of Jethro Tinker (1788-1871) gives us a detailed account of
this mill-worker bryologist from Stalybridge; his network of co-workers and the
species of bryophytes in his home town and adjoining areas of Mottram in Longen-
dale, Greenfield and Ashton-under-Lyne and further afield. Carefully researched by
Martha, this collection gives us an insightful record of species before the peak of the
industrial revolution and remains in the collections of Tameside Museums.
Returning to the Manchester area, Martha spent three years investigating the cytoge-
netics of the Yellow Fever Mosquito, Aedes aegyptii at the University of Manches-
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ter. In 1986 she was awarded the degree of D.Sc. from Manchester in recognition of
her substantial and sustained contribution to scientific knowledge. In 1989 to 1991
Martha worked for the secretariat of Flora Europaea a 5-volume definitive account
of the flowering plants, ferns and fern-allies of Europe published between 1964 and
1993. This project was based at World Museum, Liverpool. After this Martha became
completely self-employed specialising in botanical surveys, monitoring and teaching.
From 1978 onwards she led a variety of bryophyte courses run by the Field Studies
Council and the Scottish Field Studies Association based at the field study centres of
Preston Montford, Malham Tarn, Rhyd-y-creuau, Orielton, Blencathra and Kindro-
gan.
Martha served a long term as General Secretary of the North Western Naturalists
Union. On 1 March 1997 Martha called a general meeting at Liverpool Museum to
organise a steering group to produce a new South Lancashire Flora under the auspices
of the NWNU. Until recent years Martha continued to coordinate this huge project
covering all plant groups. The NWNU are very grateful for the initial impetus she
gave to this. She also served as the Meetings Secretary and Honorary General
Secretary of the British Bryological Society.
Gradually the bog at Littlemoss was drained for agriculture and later the Rural
District of Limehurst was divided between the metropolitan districts of Tameside and
Oldham. In more recent years the area close by has been crossed by the Manchester
Outer Ring-road, the M60. So the once rural area Martha would have known so well
in her childhood and which influenced her career path is now greatly altered.
Patricia Francis based on notes and conversations with Jennifer Newton.
 21 August 2020
Reference: The Bryophyte Collections of Jethro Tinker (1788-1871), Naturalist 106:
111-117 (1981)

A Short Note from the Past!
This interesting article was spotted by Norman Bamforth.

AMERICAN SPARROW
An American grievance against England, which cannot be dealt with by any diplomatic
means, is the increased multiplication of the English sparrow.  On this side of the water
he is noisy and impudent, but under “the stars and bars” he has developed into a veritable
ruffian.  A recent issue of the “Chicago Sunday Tribune” has some illustrations devoted
to portraying the enormities of the important “tyrant of Lincoln Park,” while the accom-
panying letterpress describes how the “Feathered bully” attacks every free-born Ameri-
can bird.  The sparrows worry to death snow birds, blackbirds, robins, and Parula warbler,
and make the life of the “lanky American bittern” a burden to him.
From the Ashton Reporter (Denton Edition) 30th May 1896
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Mother Memories - Audrey Rose Locksley
(née Elliott)

23 June 1934 - 29 January 2020
Written and read by
Audrey’s daughter Lizy on
17 February 2020, St John’s
in the Wilderness, Cragg
Vale, Mytholmroyd.
It was across the Pennines
that Mum was born in the
midsummer of 1934 in
Cheadle Hulme. Cheadle
Hulme was then a little vil-
lage in Cheshire, rather than
a suburb in Greater Man-
chester. Her Mum was
Amy, Dad was Tom and her
older brother Donald. In
those days, Mum was

known by her middle name, Rosie.
Rosie made her first and longest lasting friend, Paula Greyson there in Cheadle
Hulme. They played together in the fields and picked flowers. Then war came to the
world and turmoil in Mum’s immediate family meant she and her brother Donald
were sent to live in Plumley, Cheshire, with Mum’s Auntie Bessie. Like Mum, Auntie
Bessie was an independent, hard working, thrifty and level-headed woman.
Mum did very well at school in Knutsford and went on to Sir John Dene’s Grammar
School in Northwich where she was one of the first girls in the school to study
sciences. She also wanted to learn to row on the River Weaver. But the Headmaster
refused to allow girls to row, despite Mum’s pleading. At school, Mum dreamed of
being a botanist exploring exotic locations and finding rare plants. But her teachers
didn’t think much of the job prospects in botany and instead encouraged her to go to
Leeds University to train as one of the first female biochemists. At Leeds University,
she was finally allowed to learn to row. My sister followed in her oar-strokes,
becoming a rowing champion at Henley Regatta.
After graduating, Mum worked at Distillers chemical factory but soon tired of the
commercial motives of the petro-chemical and pharmaceutical industry. She got a job
in the biochemistry lab at Liverpool hospital analysing blood samples and other
medical tests. On holidays she travelled around Europe by train and bike and even to
Russia with her friend Muriel. She also joined the rather exotic International Society,
which welcomed post-war immigrants from the Commonwealth and other countries.
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There she met my Dad, Harry, who had come from Australia to study at Liverpool
University for his PHD in organic chemistry.
After graduating, my Dad got a job at Salford University. They got married and
bought our house in Cromwell Road, Stretford. Mum worked at Altrincham General.
They still had their sights on the wider world and my Dad got a prestigious three-year
science job with UNESCO in Brazil. It turned out to be very short-lived because a
revolution happened just as they arrived, putting the city of Brasilia and its university
out of bounds. Dad was being paid but couldn’t do the job. So after a few months
living in Rio they returned home to Stretford, having to share our house with the
Brazilian couple they’d rented it to.
While in Brazil, Mum was encouraged to train as a teacher because it is a job you can
do anywhere. So on returning to Manchester, Mum enrolled in a post-graduate
certificate in education. Just after graduating, I was born and then my sister. Her paid
teaching career went on hold while she looked after me and my sister, Kath. We
learned lots of skills by watching Mum. She showed us how to make cakes and
pastries. How to cook dinners, make clothes, manage money, grow a garden and
approach the world with curiosity, hard work and good humour.
It was an apprenticeship in independence of mind and finances - and a love of nature.
Mum and Dad had saved a bit of money from their Brazil adventure and invested it
in an old stone cottage in Dentdale. On our holidays in Dentdale, Mum taught us how
to light fires, paint walls and hang wallpaper, talk to old ladies and enjoy the wildness
of owls landing on the wardrobe, mice chewing the blankets and playing in icy gills
and becks of brown tannin. Lots of people enjoyed staying at the cottage - including
the Lavingtons - where Flossie painted a picture of me as a toddler, sitting on the
potty, gazing out of the window at two hardy sheep.
When Kath and I went to school, Mum restarted her science teaching career, first in
various rather rough schools in Salford full of naughty boys and then at Chorlton
Convent School for Girls, where the nuns seemed naughtier than the girls and drank
Irish whiskeys at morning breaks.
When Mum and Dad separated, Mum found new friends and interests. On weekends
and holidays she would be out botanising with the Manchester Field Club - the flower
fairies as Kath and I called them - Priscilla, Margaret Brown, Margaret McCormick
and many others.
Mum explored Manchester’s forgotten industrial sites where the power of nature is
strong enough to crack concrete and turn old mill sites, coal mines and chemical
works into wildlife meadows.
It was moss - bryophytes- that most fascinated Mum. She would explore those
velvety green coverings on rocks and trees, collecting fragments of green magic to
explore through the microscope on the dining table. One of her more intriguing finds
was luminescent Goblin’s Gold moss in a cave, behind the wizard of Alderley Edge.
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Mum also studied a Masters degree in the History of Manchester with a research thesis
on Parks, children and health in Manchester from 1875-1915.
When my sister’s twins were born, Mum moved over the Pennines to Mytholmroyd
to be close to her grandchildren Madeleine and Donald. Beyond the family, U3A in
Todmorden offered a community of people who shared her passion for knowledge
and satisfied her curious and lively mind. The canal, River Calder and mossy green
landscape offered a welcoming habitat to explore. Todmorden Market, a larder full of
tasty teatime treats.
I will remember Mum’s practicality, love of nature and home cooked food. Above all
I remember her passion for knowledge - but not dusting. Just a few days before she
died, she told me she would like to become a comet. We talked about Mother Nature
coming to pick her up on a comet to shoot up into the sky. Up there she will scatter
stardust into all the creatures, moss, trees and soil.
In the words of Flossie Lavington, Audrey was an “interesting and excellent person,
with a curious and lively mind, always modest and interested in the world.”
I’ll finish with a poem by flower fairy, Margaret McCormick
Dust if you must, but when the spring comes around,
Kingcups and primroses wait to be found.
The swallows are back, just look at the sky,
Out in the meadow, the first butterfly.
Dust if you must, but there’s not enough time,
With places to go and mountains to climb.
Finding new paths and filling the hours,
Watching the birds or looking at flowers.
Dust if you must, but summer is here,
Down by a pond it's the time of the year.
You shouldn't be missing that sight for sore eyes,
A newly hatched dragonfly takes to the skies.
Dust if you must, but wouldn’t you rather,
Go for a walk when there's blackberries to gather?
Wildwoods to visit and boots to get muddy,
Fungi to find and field guides to study.
Dust if you must, but a crisp winter morn,
With ice on the pond, and frost on the lawn.
Is just the right time for a brisk little look,
At what might be happening down by the brook.
Dust if you must, but the world’s out there,
With the sun on your face, and the wind in your hair.
A flutter of snow, a shower of rain,
Days that will never be with you again.
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Audrey Rose Locksley
Lizy has mentioned how Audrey took up botanising particularly with members of the
Manchester Field Club and one of Audrey's records of Cotula squalida established at the
lawns of Trafford Town Hall dates back to 1994. Audrey was also actively involved with
the NWNU and we alternated our committee meetings at her home in Brooklands with
those held by Owen McCann at his home in Sale. Audrey was an active recorder of
bryophytes and vascular plants for the South Lancashire Flora especially in the Rossend-
ale area (SD82) where she found established populations of the Coppery Monkeyflower
at Love Clough in 1999 and was delighted about the plants of Melancholy Thistle that
thrive at Goodshaw Chapel. She continued to build on the recording carried out in South
Manchester by Audrey Franks discovering Yellow Bird's-nest at Clayton Vale in 2000
and visited many of the Manchester Parks to see if Manchester Poplars were present, she
also assisted Priscilla Tolfree often with several of the Manchester Field Club members
recording in SJ69 and SJ79 between Warrington and Stretford.
Audrey had strong links with Manchester University in a teaching capacity and was also
an active volunteer at the Manchester Museum herbarium working with Priscilla on the
local vascular collections carrying out the major task of transferring herbarium sheets for
each taxa found in Cheshire (VC58) and Lancashire (VCs 59 & 60) to separate folders.
Audrey would often bring voucher specimens into the museum including a sample of an
established Kiwi-fruit bush at industrial land close to the River Mersey at Widnes which
she found in 2001 whilst carrying out record-
ing in SJ58. In the same year Audrey discov-
ered a solitary plant of Maidenhair Fern on a
bridge along the Bridgewater Canal, Man-
chester. Since that time the Maidenhair Fern
has clearly responded to the local micro-cli-
mate and is now thriving. Audrey and I had
a memorable day out at Failsworth in 2003
finding several patches of Viper's Bugloss on
waste ground near the Rochdale Canal.
Audrey was later to find Kraus's Clubmoss at
the University experimental grounds known
as The Firs in 2006 and although with time
her health declined she still found a pink
flowered Gypsophila on the old Lancashire
side of Todmorden just a few months before
she passed away.
A good number of Manchester Field Club members attended Audrey's funeral at the
delightful St. John the Baptist in the Wilderness church set in the wooded hamlet of Cragg
Vale and we all enjoyed a 'good spread' at the Shoulder of Mutton pub where a selection
of Audrey's natural history books were available to us.
David Earl
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Pete Bowdler
(1945-2019)

Having a laugh at Dobbies, Southport .

Pete Bowdler was known to several mem-
bers of NWNU, MFC, LBS, WLW (West
Lancashire Wildlife), LWT, GMEU and
BSBI attending several field excursions,
lectures and our NWNU AGMs.
Although I was introduced to whom we
knew as my 'Cousin Pete' when I was a
young boy in Hale Barns if was not until
my mother's funeral at Altrincham Cre-
matorium that I was aware of his exist-
ence. As soon as we saw Pete we noted a
family resemblance with one person say-
ing "Hello Les". After a chat it turned out
that my cousin Les Garside was actually
Pete's father. This was a bit of a secret and
more was revealed as Pete and I devel-
oped a close friendship over the next 14
years.
Pete was the son of Les and Beryl Garside
but he was adopted by members of Beryl's
family the Wolstencrofts and raised in the
small mining village of Astley Green. It
was during his youth that he developed a
passion for motorbikes and later cars.

Pete's father Les suffered from Post-Trau-
matic Stress Syndrome relating to his ex-
periences in WW2 and it may have been
due to such factors that Pete was adopted.
Les was my neighbour during my youth I
remember him working on his allotments,
taking me to see the Bluebell woods at
Alderley Edge when I was a boy and our
visit some twenty years later to an old
railway near Barnstable, Devon to see the
rare Hypericum linarifolium where he was
leaping over fences in his 80s.

Les Garside (Pete's father), a young David Earl
and Sister Edith at Kirkhampton, Cornwall

We know that Pete like his father had an
early interest in natural history and we
have a record from Pete of Nasturtiums
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occurring as casuals at Astley Moss in the
1950s. Once we became acquainted his
botanical interests took off and before
long he had a copy of Stace, he was
viewing the images on John Somerville's
British Wild Flowers website and we
were out several times a month doing
botanical recording often with my wife
Joyce, Pete's wife Audrey and with their
Labrador dog Ben.

Pete and Ben at Gorpley Clough, near Todmor-
den

Most of our recording was around Pete's
immediate home area of Hope Carr,
Leigh where we supplemented the work
carried out be Priscilla Tolfree in SJ69
and explored the Warrington area where
we were keen to monitor the populations
of Sand Leek along the old banks of the
River Mersey (known to CC Babington
in the 1840s). Pete once found a solitary
spike of Common Broomrape at the small
industrial estate at Hope Carr and he was
particularly concerned about the develop-
ment of land adjoining the local United
Utilities Reserve. Pete was in some ways
similar in the late Rev. Shaw in that if he
spotted a good site for casuals he would
simply set to and visit them as at a com-

post tip near Culcheth and on peat work-
ings at Astley Moss. We would alternate
our recording sessions doing several ex-
cursions from Southport and Preston en-
joying our trips to the Hodder Valley
around Stonyhurst and Cromwell's
Bridge as well as the monitoring of Wood
Crane's-bill at Twiston.
On longer summer days we would ven-
ture into North Wales where Pete had
some old boats at Beaumaris and we
botanised on a limestone hill by the Little
Orme (where Pete spent summer holi-
days as a boy) as the sun went down.  In
Derbyshire Audrey and Joyce managed
to climb to the top of Mam Tor whilst
Pete and I studied the local flora along the
roadside and were we particularly
pleased to see a white-flowered form of
Musk Mallow. Most of our walks were
relatively short but on one occasion at
Alsager we did actually walk several
miles and discovered a second Cheshire
population of the local endemic Rubus
daltrii.
Sadly Pete's wife Audrey developed
Alzheimer's disease but we still managed
to venture out to place such as the Sankey
Valley, Earlstown on an LBS excursion.
Later Audrey passed away and this was a
trying time so we increasingly linked our
excursions to studies of our family histo-
ry that surprisingly took us to several
places in the Preston area including St.
Paul's, Farington and the little hamlet of
Balderstone. We particularly enjoyed an
afternoon at Marple Bridge paying tribute
to several of our Longendale and Goyt
Valley farming ancestors at the grounds
of the United Reformed Church.
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Pete had a great love of comedy dating
back to Old Mother Riley and we often
did impressions of classic comedy acts
back at Hope Carr as he cooked our sup-
per. We did wish to return to the Hadfield
area (where we had earlier explored the
Trans-Pennine Trail for the Flora of Der-
byshire) and to see some of the buildings
linked to our family history that featured
in the comedy series The League of Gen-
tlemen but sadly Pete's health declined.
Our last fully coherent get together was at
the BSBI Exhibition Meeting held at
Edge Hill University in 2018 where we
spent many happy hours at WLW Biob-
litzs, etc. After the event Pete experienced
a minor blackout and was later diagnosed
with a brain tumour. Pete son Warren let
us know that his father was at Wigan
infirmary. Although Pete was very ill and
no longer able to chat at length he was
pleased to know that some Giant Snow-
drops were established nearby. Pete was
later transferred to nursing homes at
Leigh where we recalled memories of our

excursions and classic comedy sketches
and Joyce and I were delighted to meet
Pete's two daughters and his son Warren.
Pete will be remembered for discovering
Pyrola rotundifolia at Brockholes, Hypo-
pitys monotropa at Alkrington Lodges
and a cut-leaved form of Rubus ordovi-
cum known as Bowdler's bramble at Mid-
dleton Junction.

David Earl

Society Diary
At the time of publishing, in order to prevent the spread of Coronavirus (Covid-
19), social groups of more than six people are not permitted. Very few societies
have been in contact about future activities and events, those which have are
added to the diary but please contact individual societies before attempting to
attend. We hope that you and all your family and friends are keeping safe and
well during these unprecedented times.
Because of Covid restrictions, there are few programmes running and the diary
in this issue is, in the main, a series of contact points.
Please note that members of the Northwestern Naturalists’ Union are welcome
to attend the meetings of all of the affiliated societies.
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ACCRINGTON NATURALISTS’ AND ANTIQUARIANS’ SOCIETY

For details of meetings, phone 01254 381236. ALTRINCHAM AND DISTRICT
NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY
Details of meetings -  http://www.altnats.org.uk, info@altnats.org.uk   0161 865 0118
BLACKBURN & DISTRICT BIRD CLUB
Details of meetings -  https://www.blackburnbirdclub.com/
CHESHIRE ACTIVE NATURALISTS
For more information about how to join Cheshire Active Naturalists visit
www.cheshireactivenaturalists.org.uk  or email Martyn at Martyn@czd.org.uk
CHORLEY AND DISTRICT NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY
For meetings see www.chorleynats.org.uk
DERYSHIRE AND NOTTINGHAMSHIRE ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY
GREATER MANCHESTER LOCAL RECORD CENTRE
Steve Atkins, Stephen.atkins@tameside.gov.uk    07792 041 528
Or Greater Manchester Ecology Unit  0161 342 4409
LANCASHIRE & CHESHIRE ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY
https://www.infrodsham.uk/lancashire-and-cheshire-entomological-society
LANCASHIRE WILDLIFE TRUST : CROAL-IRWELL GROUP
For details of meetings Stephen Harris Mob:  07831 627208, Work:  0845 458 6680

LEIGH ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY

For all up-to-date information visit our website www.leighos.org.uk.

IVERPOOL BOTANICAL SOCIETY

https://livbotsoc.weebly.com/
MACCLESFIELD & DISTRICT FIELD CLUB
https://www.maccfieldclub.org.uk/
MANCHESTER AND NORTH MIDLANDS FERN GROUP
Field meetings organiser : Mike Canaway mikecanaway@gmail.com
For field meetings members must abide by the BPS Code of Conduct
https://ebps.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/BPS-Code-of-Conduct-2015.pdf
and https://ebps.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/BPS_Safety_Code_A42015.pdf -
the Safety Code which covers responsibilities, clothing and equipment etc.
MANCHESTER FIELD CLUB
Contact Alan Hill,  awhill@globalnet.co.uk
Tel: 0161 215 0971; mobile 07719 659 689.  www/manchesterfieldclub.org.uk
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MANCHESTER MICROSCOPICAL AND NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY
http://www.manchestermicroscopical.org.uk
MARPLE NATURALISTS
Contact Jane Michael 07917 434598 or Derek Clifford 427 4611
or www.marple-uk.com or www.facebook.com/marplenaturalists
MERSEYSIDE NATURALISTS ASSOCIATION
Full programme listings are on our website  www.mnapage.info and reports of previous
trips on our blog at  www.NaturalistsNotebook.mnapage.info
NELSON NATURALISTS’ SOCIETY
EnquiriesDavid Nelson   01282 863012   davidnelson@btinternet.com
NORTH WEST ENGLAND FERN GROUP
Contact: Robert Sykes r.sykes56@gmail.com
NORTHWESTERN NATURALISTS’ UNION - BRYOPHYTE & LICHEN SEC-
TION
Section Secretary: Norman Bamforth, 0161 336 3914
NORTHWESTERN NATURALISTS’ UNION – VASCULAR PLANT SECTION
Contact: David Earl - david.earl@talktalk.net
NORTH WEST FUNGUS GROUP
Forays start at 10.30am and are planned so that they can continue into the afternoon.
Please bring food and drink. Please contact the foray leader to confirm you attendance
and for possible last minute details. Beginners always welcome at all forays. Forays are
not suitable for small children. No dogs.
http://fungus.org.uk/nwfg.htm
Sunday 18 October : Errwood, Goyt Valley (Sheet 119 SK 013 758)
From A6 take A5004 through Whalley Bridge, past A5470 crossing, through Fernilee,
then turn R into Goyt Lane (signed Goyt Valley). Cross dam to T-junction with ‘The
Street’ meeting at car park. - Leader - Lynne Healey (07938 663232)
Sunday 1 November : Turn Slack Clough, Littleborough, OL15 9JZ (Sheet 109 SD
935 173) Meet 10.00 am at Clough. Left off A58 onto Whitelees Road approaching Lit-
tleborough from west, continue along Calderbrook Road turning left at Clough Road.
Leader - Norman Bamforth (0161-336-3914).
Sunday 8 November : Lytham Hall, FY8 4JX. (Sheet 102 SD 355 280)
Meet @ 10.00 am From M55 J4 take A583 (Kirkham) at first roundabout, and take first
right (Whitehall Rd) after second then immediately left onto Peel Rd. After 1.6 m turn
right onto Ballam Rd and after 0.6 m turn right into Lytham Park and proceed to Hall
(free entry for NWFG). - Leader – Max Furmidge (07851 574751)
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OLDHAM MICROSCOPICAL & NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY
For more information call  Phil Whiteman  01612900722,
philipwhiteman333@hotmail.com or http://www.oldham-wildlife-link.org.uk/micro/
PRESTON BIRD WATCHING AND NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY
Equiries to the Secretary, Kayleigh Roebuck,  prestonwildlife@gmail.com
or 07713 975321. www.prestonsociety.co.uk.
ROCHDALE FIELD NATURALISTS’ SOCIETY
www.rochdalefieldnaturalistssociety.co.uk
Indoor meeting inquiries: 01706 630707 and 814884.
Field excursions – Joan Carter Secretary 01706 524255
secretary@rochdalefieldnaturalists.co.uk
SADDLEWORTH NATURALISTS
More details at http://www.oldham-wildlife-link.org.uk/saddleworth/
SOUTH EAST CHESHIRE ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY
Indoor Meetings are held on the second Friday of each month from September to April,
starting at 7.30pm. Tea, coffee and biscuits are available at the end of each indoor meet-
ing.  We meet at Ettiley Heath Church Community Centre; Elton Road, Ettiley Heath,
Sandbach, CW11 3NE. Visitors are charged £3 and are welcome at any indoor meeting.
Field trips are held on one Sunday a month from September through to June and a long
weekend meeting in March is very popular. More local field meetings are also held on
the first Tuesday of each month and local evening walks in the summer. Travel is usual-
ly by car, or sometimes by bus or mini-bus, to sites of particular birding interest and
will be led by experienced birdwatchers. Bookings for the trips are made at the indoor
meetings.
Further information is available at www.secos.org.uk or by telephone from 01270
582642. Chairman Colin Lythgoe 01270 582642
Sunday 18 October : Wirral
Tuesday 3 November : Brereton Heath LNR
Sunday 22 November : Carsington Water
Tuesday 1 December : Sandbach Flashes + Xmas Dinner
Sunday 6 December : RSPB Middleton Lakes
Tuesday 5 January 2021 : Tittesworth Res.
Sunday 17 January : WWT Martin Mere
Tuesday 2 February : Moore NR
Sunday 14 February : North Wales
Tuesday 2 March : Pennington Flash
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Sunday 21 March : RSPB Burton Mere Wetlands
Tuesday 13 April : Apedale CP & The Void
Friday 23 April – Monday 26 April : North Norfolk - Long Weekend
Tuesday 11 May : Goyt Valley
Sunday 16 May : RSPB Leighton Moss
Sunday 20 June – Monday 21 June : West Wales - Short Weekend

WEST LANCASHIRE WILDLIFE
More details at www.westlancswildlife.org.uk or contact 01704 83538. Membership
Secretary: Hilary Bedford 01772 519090
WILMSLOW GUILD NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY
Indoor meetings are held at Wilmslow Guild, 1 Bourne Street, Wilmslow, SK9 5HD
Monthly on Thursday evening at 7:30 p.m. from Sept to Apr and field trips Feb to Oct
Members only during Covid restrictions
Contact Steve Osborne on 01625 879087   steve.osborne42@googlemail.com
Saturday 17 October : Styal Woods field trip
Saturday 7 November : Martin Mere field trip
February : Wormhill field trip
Thursday 18 March  : Peak District Raptor Monitoring Group - Mike Price
April : Millers Dale field trip
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HOVERFLIES of SADDLEWORTH
Congratulations to Ken Gartside for pro-
ducing a very attractive and readable
book of 42 pages detailing the hoverflies
of Saddleworth Parish. The area includes
Dovestones RSPB Reserve, Saddleworth
Moor, Chew Reservoir, Greenfield, Dig-
gle and Dick Clough. Historically it is in
the West Riding of Yorkshire and, of
course, still remains in VC63 South West
Yorkshire, but is now part of Greater
Manchester.
Ken has listed and annotated 105 spe-
cies and nearly all are accompanied by a
colour photograph.

The book has been produced and sup-
ported by a grant from the Tanyptera
Trust.
(www.northwestinvertebrates.org.uk)
Copies cost £6.00 + £1.50 p+p are avail-
able from: Ken Gartside -
ken.gartside@btinternet.com.


