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Contributions for the next issue by the end of December please!

Rita Cook
Rita Cook, who died aged 91 in February 2018, was the founding Chair and, for many
years, the guiding light of the North West Fungus Group which evolved from the My-
cology Section of the North Western Naturalists’ Union in 1994.  The NWFG has re-
mained affiliated to the NWNU to this day but the change to independent status allowed
it to expand greatly so that it now has almost 100 members, a full programme of forays
and workshops and outreach activities which aim to interest and inform people about
the wonders of fungi!  Rita was key to this expansion and at first she did almost every-
thing from chairing the committee (with meetings held at her house), taking minutes,
writing for the newsletter and acting as secretary.   Gradually Rita delegated jobs to oth-
er members of the committee so that she had more time for her many other interests:
birds, travel, wine, dancing and right up to last year, swimming.  Energetic live wire
describes Rita Cook rather well.
Rita always retained her interest in fungi and regularly led forays especially those for
beginners who needed help with identification.  She was also a keen member of the
British Mycological Society and we often attended their residential forays together.
When the NWFG was founded Rita was also the BMS Area Organiser for the north
west and affiliated the group to this national body which, in turn, led to a more stringent
approach to fungal recording and eventually to the setting up a NWFG database.  Peter
Smith and John Taylor were key players in these developments and, like other members
of the steering group that set up the NWFG such as Paul Hamlyn and Norman Bam-
forth, went on to become long-term committee members.
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Another project spearheaded by Rita was the Common Fungi Survey, which was set up
in the late 1980s and involved collecting records from across the north west region for a
small number of easily recognised and common species of fungi.  This led to a close
working relationship with Liverpool Museum and the setting up of a Regional Myco-
logical Databank at the Museum who also subsidized the project.  Rita helped with all
of this from collecting  records to entering them into the databank and the Museum pro-
vided invaluable support to the new NWFG by sending out material such as the News-
letter and foray programme to members: this was in the days before email!
In recent years, as her health declined, Rita gradually withdrew from taking an active
part in mycology.  But she never lost interest and up to this year regularly attended the
AGM of the NWFG with her daughter, Deborah.  Deborah was Rita’s mainstay for
these last few years and it was through her that Rita was able to continue with many ac-
tivities, including overseas travel, birding holidays and a splendid, joyful 90th birthday
celebration.  Rita will be greatly missed by many friends and I’m sure that many also
feel as I do that she enriched our lives and made a real contribution to natural history,
especially mycology, in the north west region.
Irene Ridge

RECORD is the Local Environmental Records Centre (LERC)
for the Cheshire, Halton, Warrington and Wirral. It is the local
facility for the storage, management and usage of wildlife
records; providing real data for environmentalists, ecologists,
planners and other organisations upon which, to base decisions.
In addition, RECORD provides a wealth of advice, feedback
and support to local biological recorders including complete
beginners, amateur naturalists, professionals and county record-
ers.
RECORD works hard to promote the importance of biological
recording as well as providing local leadership for many record-
ing activities, and by working with partners, regularly delivers
training workshops, wildlife recording days and other events.
This allows RECORD to engage with a wide audience, attract-
ing new recorders and strengthening its recorder base. By
working together with other organisations, recorders and volun-
teers, RECORD is building a greater understanding of species
and habitat distribution across our region.
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The Local Record Centre also has a dedicated team of over 25 volunteers who assist
RECORD by entering species records using the RECORD Online Data Input System –
RODIS. It is an easy to use online recording system ideal for all levels of recorder to store,
share, map and report upon, their wildlife records. Visit www.record-lrc.co.uk for more
information. The RECORD website also hosts several forums that provide a valuable
educational and communication tool. Of particular success and note is the moth forum
which is regularly used by local recorders seeking species identification confirmation and
general moth related advice.
In December 2017 RECORD was very kindly awarded grant funding by the People’s
Postcode Trust enabling it to run a series of events throughout 2018. The Community
Nature Hub Project will deliver events across Cheshire, Halton, Warrington and Wirral
which will be open to anyone with an interest in wildlife and wildlife recording (age
restrictions apply). The events will include eleven species identification workshops
including terrestrial molluscs, lichens, grasshoppers and their allies, woodlice and shield

bugs to name a few. We are lucky to be
joined by a number of specialists who will be
on hand to provide a detailed look at their
particular species group, covering how to
identify them as well as when and where to
look (Figs. 1 & 2 below).
In addition, there will be opportunities to
practice skills picked up on the workshops at

our group recording days. The aim of the recording days is to record a wide range of
species at under recorded sites whilst offering valuable opportunities to build identifica-
tions skills, learn new surveying techniques and visit new and interesting sites (Fig. 3
opposite). There will be recorders at all skill levels at the recording events so attendees
can learn from experts or key out new species with peers.
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You can find out more about RECORD and upcoming events by visiting the website
www.record-lrc.co.uk, Facebook page www.facebook.com/recordlrc and Twitter page
www.twitter.com/recordlrc or email info@record-lrc.co.uk
Eric Fletcher
(Photo credits: ©Leanna Dixon)

SOCIETY DIARY

Please note that members of the Northwestern Naturalists’ Union are
welcome to attend the meetings of all of the affiliated societies.

ACCRINGTON NATURALISTS’ AND ANTIQUARIANS’ SOCIETY
Meetings start at 2.30 pm at Antley Methodists’ Church Hall, Blackburn Road, Accring-
ton. Enquiries 01254 381236. Non-members welcome - £2.00 minimum lecture fee.
ALTRINCHAM AND DISTRICT NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY
The indoor meetings are held at Jubilee Community Centre, The Firs, Bowdon, Altrin-
cham, Cheshire, WA14 2TQ at 7.30pm. Excursions leave from the Jubilee Centre car
park at 6.30pm, or meet at the venue itself.  Entrance charges: £2.00 members, £3.50
guests. Please contact us at least 3 days in advance if you wish to attend any of the ex-
cursions.
http://www.altnats.org.uk, info@altnats.org.uk, 0161 865 0118
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BLACKBURN & DISTRICT BIRD CLUB
Indoor meetings are usually held on the first Monday of the month at St. Silas's Church
Hall, Preston New Road, Blackburn at 7.30 pm. Outdoor meetings are held to observe
and study birds in the field, and are usually led by a member of the committee.
CHESHIRE ACTIVE NATURALISTS
To find out more information about how to join Cheshire Active Naturalists visit
www.cheshireactivenaturalists.org.uk  or email Martyn at Martyn@czd.org.uk
CHORLEY AND DISTRICT NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY
Meetings September - April St Mary's Parish Centre Chorley.
See  www.chorleynats.org.uk for details or telephone Phil Kirk 01257 266783
DERYSHIRE AND NOTTINGHAMSHIRE ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY
GREATER MANCHESTER LOCAL RECORD CENTRE
Any queries contact: Steve Atkins, Local Record Centre Development Officer,
Greater Manchester Ecology Unit, Council Offices, Clarence Arcade,
Ashton-under-Lyne, Tameside, OL6 7PT
Tel: 0161 342 4409
E-Mail: Stephen.atkins@tameside.gov.uk,         Mobile 07792 041 528
LANCASHIRE & CHESHIRE ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY
Indoor meetings are at 7.30pm, unless indicated and are at Frodsham Community Cen-
tre, Fluin Lane, Frodsham
LANCASHIRE WILDLIFE TRUST : CROAL-IRWELL GROUP
Indoor meetings are at the Creative Living Centre, 1A Rectory Lane, Prestwich, M25
1BP (on the opposite side of the car park from Prestwich Library) on the first Wednes-
day of the month, at 7.30pm.  Admission and refreshments by £4 donation.  Monthly
field trips on Sundays start at 10.30 am.  Details of these at the indoor meetings or from
listed telephone numbers.  Programme may be subject to change; please check before
setting out.  Stephen Harris Mob:  07831 627208, Work:  0845 458 6680
Wednesday 5 September : Untamed Lancashire
John Lamb
Wednesday 3 October : The Secrets of the Waterways
Russell Hedley
Wednesday 7 November : The Birds and Orchids of Hutton Roof Crags
Bryan Yorke (with particular reference to bird migrations)
Wednesday 5 December : Liverpool Cowkeepers – A Family History
Dave Joy
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LIVERPOOL BOTANICAL SOCIETY
Indoor meetings are held in the Clore Natural History Centre, World Museum, Liver-
pool, starting at 11.00am. Unless otherwise stated field meetings begin at 10.30am.
Saturday 15 September : Birkenhead
Meet at Birkenhead North car park SJ29789025
For urban, wasteland and alien species.
Leader – Eric Greenwood (0151 342 5885)
Saturday 13 October : Eastham Fungus Foray
Meet at Eastham Country Park Visitor Centre
Leader – Steve Cross (07807 341220)
Saturday 10 November : Wildlife of the Hale Estuary
Howard Harris +members’ holiday photos
Saturday 8 December : Plants of the Lizard Peninsula
Peter Gateley + Christmas social
Saturday 12 January 2019 : Plants of SW Australia
Barbara Greenwood
Saturday 9 February : AGM + members’ field meeting photos
Saturday 9 March : Trees of South Africa
Stephen Lyus
MACCLESFIELD & DISTRICT FIELD CLUB
Indoor meetings commence at 7.30pm at the Salvation Army Hall, Roe Street,
Macclesfield, SK11 6PH    www.maccfieldclub.co.uk.
MANCHESTER AND NORTH MIDLANDS FERN GROUP
Field meetings organised. Contact Leader John Grue: john.grue@virgin.net
MANCHESTER FIELD CLUB
Indoor Meetings are held at Sale United Reformed Church Hall, Montague Road, Sale,
M33 3BU, near Sale Metro station, commencing 7.00pm. Members £1.00, visitors
£2.00.
Chair: Alan Hill, 24 Kingsfield Drive, Didsbury, M20 6JA;  awhill@globalnet.co.uk
0161 215 0971;   07719 659 689:   www. manchesterfieldclub.org.uk
MANCHESTER MICROSCOPICAL AND NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY
All meetings are held in the Stopford Building (Medical School) University of Man-
chester M13 9PT, corner of Oxford Road and Aker Street (next to the Holy Name
Church), Manchester, from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.  All are welcome – feel free to bring a
friend or two. Non-members and members of other Societies are welcome. The Socie-
ty’s library will be available at all Stopford meetings and includes copies of our News-
letters and literature on microscopic history, as well as many books on microscopy and
Natural History.
See also our Internet site at   http://www.manchestermicroscopical.org.uk

http://www.manchestermicroscopical.org.uk
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MARPLE NATURALISTS
Meetings commence at 8.00 pm at United Reform Church, Hibbert Lane, Marple, SK6
7NN. Visitors welcome: £4 for individual meetings, Children free. For further informa-
tion:
Jane Michael 07917 434598 or Derek Clifford 427 4611or Marple Naturalists Commu-
nity page on www.marple-uk.com or www.facebook.com/marplnaturalists
*Outdoor meetings - arranged separately and announced at meetings.
MERSEYSIDE NATURALISTS ASSOCIATION
Full programme listings are on our website  www.mnapage.info and reports of previous
trips on our blog at  www.NaturalistsNotebook.mnapage.info
NELSON NATURALISTS’ SOCIETY
All meetings are held at Christ Church, Carr Road, Nelson and start at 7.30pm.
Enquiries and requests for copies of East Lancashire Butterfly Report and enquires
contact David Nelson   01282 863012   davidnelson@btinternet.com
Visitors welcome £2.50
NORTH WEST ENGLAND FERN GROUP
Field meetings organised with an indoor meeting in October at Holehird, Windermere.
Contact Peter Campion: peter@petercampion.com
NORTHWESTERN NATURALISTS’ UNION - BRYOPHYTE & LICHEN
SECTION
All meetings on Saturdays, starting at 10.30 am and will commence whatever the
weather. Bring food and clothing adequate for a full day in rough country and bad
weather. Please check with section secretary a day or so before the meeting, in case of
cancellation or changes.
“Beginners” are welcome any ANY meeting and there will always be a more
experienced field bryologist present who will be more than happy to name and talk
through the identification features of species encountered. There will not always be a
Lichenologist present.
Section Secretary: Norman Bamforth, 1 Corporation Road, Audenshaw, Manchester.
M34 5LY (0161 336 3914)
Saturday 15 September : Bradford Dale
Park in centre of Middleton-by-Youlgrave village.  SK196632.
Leader Joan Egan.  (Joint meeting with Sorby NHS)
Saturday 20 October : Lower Knotts Nature Reserve, Tosside
Meet at Tosside village which is on the B6478 road from Long Preston to Slaidburn. As
you approach the village the Vicarage Tea Rooms and the village hall are on the left.
Turn left (south) there at the village cross. There is a public car park about 100m from

http://www.manchestermicroscopical.org.uk
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the junction on the right SD769559. We will then head down to Lower Knotts in two or
three cars where there are a variety of semi-natural habitats including grassland,
wetland, gill, sizeable rock outcrops, eroding river-cliff and plenty of mature trees.
Leaders Gordon Haycock and Stephanie Peay
Saturday 17 November : Roych Clough, near Chapel-en-le-Frith
Meet in lay-by on Chapel to Castleton Road at SK091824.
It is about 30 minutes walk from the lay-by to the site.
Leader Tom Blockeel.
Saturday 8 December : Cowbury Dale, Carrbrook, Stalybridge
Meet in Castle Clough Car Park, Carrbrook village. (SD988011)  From Stalybridge take
B6175 Huddersfield Road and turn right at the roundabout after Millbrook village and
straight across the mini-roundabout entering on village the car-park is on the left just
after a restriction in the road.  I hope to get further up the valley to Higher Harehill
Clough or Iron Tongue this time.
Leader  Norman Bamforth.
NORTHWESTERN NATURALISTS’ UNION – VASCULAR PLANT SECTION
Contact: David Earl - david.earl@talktalk.net
NORTH WEST FUNGUS GROUP
Forays start at 10.30am and are planned so that they can continue into the afternoon.
Please bring food and drink. Please contact the foray leader to confirm you attendance
and for possible last minute details.
Beginners always welcome at all forays. Forays are not suitable for small children. No
dogs.
http://fungus.org.uk/nwfg.htm
Sunday 9 September : Wigan Flashes Nature Reserve
Meet at Welham Road entrance SD 579032 (Sheet108/Explorer 285). Turn off Pool-
stock Lane (B5238) into Carr Lane (sign-posted Hawkley Hall High School) and follow
this for approx. 1 mile. Street parking in vicinity of high school WN3 5NY. Level walk-
ing on good paths but can be wet underfoot in places; canal-side and mixed woodland
(carr).
Leader Christopher Bowden (01772 812910/07597 921981)
Sunday 16 September : Ainsdale NNR (PR8 3QW)
Meet at car park at Reserve Manager's Office SD 303112 (sheet 108) Take A565 north
past Woodvale Airport, turn on to Coastal Road, over railway bridge and left into pri-
vate drive.
Leader Tony Carter (0151-724-4600)

(Continued over page)
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Sunday 23 September : Rixton Clay Pits, near Warrington (SJ 684908)
Sheet 109 WA3 6EE Leave the M6 at junction 21 and take the A57 (Manchester Road)
toward Irlam. After about 1 ½ miles turn left into Moat Lane. Roadside parking after
about ½ mile near the ‘Anglers car park’.
Leaders Judith/John Lovelady (07921 189525/07921 189516)
Friday 28 September to Monday 1 October: Residential Foray at Keswick Con-
vention Centre. Cost including meals, for members and for non-members will be an-
nounced later. Booking form in Newsletter. Contact Irene Ridge (01254-247274)
Saturday 6 October to 7 October : National Fungus Day
To see events -   http://www.ukfungusday.co.uk/
Sunday 7 October : Beginners’ Foray at Moore NR, Lapwing Lane, Warrington
(WA4 6XE. SJ 578855) (Sheet 108). 2 miles south of Warrington on A56 turn north to
Moore at traffic lights at Higher Walton. 1 mile turn right crossing railway and ship ca-
nal. Go to end of road to reach entrance. Car park to right of entrance road.
Leader Paul Hamlyn (0161-434-1401)
Sunday 14 October : Turn Slack Clough, Littleborough
(OL15 9JZ. SD 935173) (Sheet 109) Meet @ 10.30 am at Clough. Left off A58 onto
Whitelees Road approaching Littleborough from west, continue along Calderbrook
Road turning left at Clough Road.
Leader Norman Bamforth (0161-336-3914)
Sunday 21October : Errwood; Goyt Valley
From A6 take A5004 through Whalley Bridge, past A5470 crossing, through Fernilee,
then turn right into Goyt Lane (signed Goyt Valley).Cross dam to T-junction with ‘The
Street’ meeting at car park SK 013758 Sheet 119.
Leader Lynne (07938 663232)/Tim
Sunday 28 October : Raven Meols Hills, Formby (SD 275065)
Meet 10.00 am. From A565 Formby-By-Pass turn west to Formby at Tesco traffic
lights on to B5195 Altcar Road. Continue to travel west to Formby Point, past Formby
Railway Station to end of Kirkdale Road (1.8miles). Turn left past church to Shorrocks
Hill Night Club (L37 2EB) then right on to Lifeboat Road to car park Bay One.
Leader Tony Carter (0151 724 4600)
Sunday 4 November : Lytham Hall  (FY8 4JX)
Meet @ 10.00am SD 3592864 (Sheet 102). From M55 J4 take A583 (Kirkham) at first
roundabout, and take first right (Whitehall Rd) after second then immediately left onto
Peel Road.  After 1.6 m turn right onto Ballam Road and after 0.6 m turn right into
Lytham Park and proceed to Hall (free entry for NWFG).
Leader Irene Ridge (07484 242523)
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OLDHAM MICROSCOPICAL & NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY
Meetings at Werneth Centre, Oldham, at 7.30 pm
For more information call Phil Whiteman    01612900722,
philipwhiteman333@hotmail.com or http://www.oldham-wildlife-link.org.uk/micro/
PRESTON BIRD WATCHING AND NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY
The meetings are at St. Mary’s Church, Church Avenue, Penwortham, PR1 0AH. All
enquiries should be made to the Secretary, Kayleigh Roebuck, who can be contacted on
prestonwildlife@gmail.com or on 07713 975321. www.prestonsociety.co.uk. There is a
charge of £3.00 on the door for any visitors.
Saturday to Sunday 21-23 September : Criccieth, North Wales
Staying at The George 4th Hotel. Can stay longer if desired. Arrange own transport.
We may get a group booking so look for information on Society website.
ROCHDALE FIELD NATURALISTS’ SOCIETY
www.rochdalefieldnaturalistssociety.co.uk
Indoor Meetings are held on the second Thursday of the month, September to April,
at Cutgate Baptist Church, Edenfield Road, Rochdale. Start 7.30pm.
Enquiries: 01706 630707 and 814884. Charges: Members £2.00, Non-members £3.00.
All Excursions depart from the cul-de-sac at Manchester Road, Rochdale.
Time:  Coaches 0900hrs, Cars 1000hrs.Coaches return at 1700hrs except during the
months of November, December, January and February when return is at 1600hrs
Queries: Field excursions – Joan Carter Secretary  01706 524255
/secretary@rochdalefieldnaturalists.co.uk
Coach bookings – contact Ruth Hardcastle on 07970 948175 Coach Price: £15.
The Conservation & Education events meet at 10.00am same rendezvous as excursions
above.
Saturday 15 September :  Cockersand and Glasson Dock, Lancashire - coach trip
Thursday 20 September :  Conservation & Education event
Saturday 13 October : Stainforth salmon Leap, Yorkshire Dales - coach trip
Thursday 18 October :  Piethorne - Conservation & Education event
Sunday 28 October :  Beale Valley Walk, Shaw – car/tram trip
Saturday 10 November : Sherwood Forest CP or Clumber Park NT*,
Nottinghamshire - coach trip
Thursday 15 November :  Turnslack Clough - Conservation & Education event
Saturday 15 December :  Fairburn Ings RSPB, West Yorkshire - coach trip
Thursday 20 December :  Conservation & Education Event
Sunday 30 December :  Daisy Nook Country Park, Oldham – car trip
*May be extra charges at these venues
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SADDLEWORTH NATURALISTS
Indoor meetings are held at 7.30 pm at Saddleworth Conservative Club, 75 High Street,
Uppermill OL3 6AP.
To assist with venue costs and speakers' expenses  a small collection will be made - sug-
gested donations: £2.00 for members, £2.50 for non-members. Guests are welcome -
please introduce yourself at the start of the meeting.
More details at http://www.oldham-wildlife-link.org.uk/saddleworth/
WEST LANCASHIRE WILDLIFE
Meetings are held in Room B003 in the Business School Building , Edge Hill Universi-
ty, St Helen's Road, Ormskirk, L39 4QP.  Please note that you can park in the car parks
A &B in front of the main university buildings, and walk to the Business
School Building. Please arrive by 19.15 for a prompt 19.30 start.  Admission charge (in-
cluding refreshments): £1.50 members, £2.50 non-members. More details at
www.westlancswildlife.org.uk or contact 01704 83538.
WILMSLOW GUILD NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY
Indoor meetings held at Wilmslow Guild, 1 Bourne Street, Wilmslow, SK9 5HD at
7.30 pm. Visitors welcome to indoor meetings (£4.00) & field-trips (free).
Contact David Warner (chair) for further information on 01625 874387
djawarner@hotmail.com


