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Contributions are welcomed as e-mail attachments to patricia.francis@bolton.gov.uk,
or on disk, in most PC word processing formats (with a second file in rich text format
*.rtf) or in typescript from contributors who do not have a PC. Illustrations should,
ideally, be produced on A4 paper with a margin of at least 2.5cm all round with
'oversized'  lettering (14pt normal/body text, if typed) to allow for it to be photograph-
ically reduced to A5 (approx 70% reduction) and still be readable.
Please scan images at 300d.p.i or above
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NORTH WESTERN
NATURALISTS’ UNION

BRYOPHYTE &
LICHEN SECTION

REPORT 2009
John Lowell

In this year’s meetings we were particularly
pleased to see epiphytic species continue
their rapid increase. This was particularly
true of Norman and Alan Bamforth’s
February trip to Knott Hill, which was also
remarkable for Hypnum lindbergii, not
seen for some time in VC59.
In March Mike Walton took us to
Rostherne Mere where we were able to
visit parts of the reserve not normally open
to the public.  The epiphytes here were
somewhat less in evidence than in many
areas but we were nevertheless able to
record Orthotrichum lyellii new to
Cheshire and update old records of Radula
complanata.
Jim Adams and Wendy Nelson led our
April visit to Silverdale giving us another
opportunity to see limestone species like
Marchesinia mackaii, Cololejeunea
calcarea, and Cololejeunea rossettiana
(that latter conveniently almost side-by
side!) and the wonderful Encalypta
vulgaris.
 In May we visited three SBIs in Trafford,
led by Audrey Locksley. Black Moss
Covert had 34 species; some good
epiphytes near the entrance and a ditch with
several species including Leptobryum
pyriforme in its natural home. Then
Brookheyes Covert produced 18 species
and Hogwood Covert 23. Notable species
included Octodiceras fontanum and

Tortula freibergii on the Bridgewater canal
bank.
There was no need for spray bottles on our
very wet June outing to Lathkildale, led by
Martha Newton. This limestone dale has a
prolific flora: 87 species were recorded
including three Metzgeria species, Radula
complanata, and a range of epiphytic
mosses including Pylaisia polyantha which
appears to becoming more common on
trees in limestone areas.
Len Johnson led our July trip to Little
Budworth Country Park, where we found
six species of Sphagnum in the extensive
mires, and several locally scarce and
interesting liverworts, including
Cladopodiella fluitans, Cephalozia
lunulifolia and Ptilidium ciliare.
Our visit to White Coppice in August was
marred by heavy rain throughout the
morning, but we had a couple of hours of
sun in the afternoon.  Liverworts of interest
included Barbilophozia atlantica,
B. attenuata, Jungermannia sphaerocarpa
and Nardia compressa. Atrichum crispum
was abundant in Dean Black Brook and we
saw Pseudocrossidium revolutum on the
reservoir wall at White Coppice and
Plagiomnium ellipticum in the rushy
pasture by the Goyt.
In September we visited Bretton Clough,
guided by Joan Egan. We saw a wide
variety of liverworts including Lophozia
ventricsa, Nardia scalaris and
Barbilophozia floerkii in great abundance.
The area is markedly acid with typical
acidophiles like Plagiothecium undulatum.
Nevertheless, we found one flush with
Plagiomnium undulatum and Pellia
endiviifolia. Epiphytes were surprisingly
sparse.
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Martha Newton’s Watergrove meeting in
October was flagged as particularly suited
to beginners and we were pleased to
welcome two new participants. We paid a
lot of attention to the reservoir walls which
had a fine range of taxa including several
Racomitrium species as well as Grimmia
trichopylla and Schistidium apocarpum
sens. str., both scarce in the area.
Alan and Norman Bamforth took us to
Castleshaw in November. We were driven
off in the early afternoon by incessant rain
but not before we had been shown
Discelium nudum growing on a bare bank
with Dicranella rufescens and
Jungermannia gracillima. We also saw a
good selection of saxicolous species on the
gritstone walls, including Grimmia
donniana, a rarity for SW Yorks. By some
magic Des Callaghan was able to pick out
Sphagnum angustifolium, a new VC
record, from the acres of S. fallax.
Finally, the December meeting to Wayoh
was less than wholly successful: the only
two members to attend went to different car
parks and failed to meet up, and a couple of
inches of hard-frozen snow were
something of an obstacle. Nevertheless, a
respectable list of epiphytes was made.

The new records were then added to the
Mapmate database. This activity proved to
be very productive especially about the
Leigh, Warrington and Widnes districts.
On the adminstration side further progress
was been made with the species accounts
for the vascular plant section of the 1995-
2005 South Lancashire Flora with most of
the contributors now having passed on
their comments and suggested revisions to
me.
It is of course essential to keep a complete
archive vascular plant flora of the South
Lancashire Flora that extends beyond the
snapshot flora period of 1995-2005. In
view of this an archive copy of the
complete vascular plant flora with records,
distribution maps and species accounts
extending to the end of 2009 was
produced.
Further progress was also made with the
expansion of the vascular plant section of
the South Lancashire Flora Website with
many additional photographs having now
been added.
In addition the Flora of Salford, the first
draft of which was originally put together
at Bolton Museum back in 1998, was
completely updated and revised with
updated distribution maps and species
accounts. It was possible to display several
layers of recording on a single map using
Mapmate. Thus for the Salford area
records made by local recorders such as
Priscilla Tolfree at the tetrad level (1995-
2005) were placed beneath all the 1km
records. The different BSBI date classes
were dispalyed as different colours on the
Salford maps. Copies of the revised
Salford Flora have been archived at Bolton
Museum and at the Lancashire County
Council Environment Directorate.

VASCULAR PLANT
SECTION REPORT

2009
David Earl

The main activity during the field season
was that of targeting tetrads where common
species had not been recorded. Whilst the
searches were carried out general recording
of vascular plants was undertaken at the
1km level with checks later being made if
new records since 2000 had been obtained.
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The species distribution presentations as
mentioned above for the flora projects will
prove to be very useful indeed for future
recording and species monitoring activities
in the North West of England. Leading on
from this subject matter many local
naturalists will be aware of the
development of Local Record Centres here
in the North West of England. Steps are
under way to establish mutual data
exchanges with these centres and it hoped
that many individual local recorders will be
prepared to sign up to data exchange
agreements. Such agreements will extend
across all fields of natural history studies.
In closing we must remember that 2010
marks the start of a new decade and so to
assist the BSBI I will be encouraging local
botanists to concentrate on recording all
species at the 1km level when out and about
within each of the 10km squares which are
of interst to them and to return to sites with
which they are familiar in order to monitor
the rare and scarce species with greater
precision. With such recording in mind
there will be plenty of scope for field
excursions by our local recording groups
for the next 10 years.

The British
Pteridologi-
cal Society
and The
Manchester
and North Midlands
Fern Group

Yvonne Golding
The BPS is an affiliated Society of The
North West Naturalists’ Union. It was
formed by a group of fern enthusiasts in
1891 in the English Lake District at the
height of the ‘Fern Craze’. It was originally
called the Northern British Pteridological
Society but the northern bit was soon
dropped as this was considered too restric-
tive especially as it was the only fern soci-
ety in Britain and indeed remains so to this
day.
The Society became a charity in 2004. The
objects of the Society are to promote all
aspects of pteridology by encouraging the
appreciation, conservation, cultivation and
scientific study of ferns, horsetails,
clubmosses, spikemosses and quillworts
through publications, meetings, the
provision of grants and attendance at
horticultural shows. The BPS holds an
annual AGM with guest speakers, which in
2009, was in Manchester.
The Society runs a national programme of
field excursions, garden visits and indoor
meetings both in the UK and abroad. There
are also seven Regional Groups, each with
their own programme covering much of
mainland Britain the newest of which,
Manchester and North Midlands, was
only formed in November 2009. This new
group have formalised their link with the
NWNU and have formed a new section.

Amendment to NWNU
Lecturer List

Mr David Moss would like to change the
area within which he is prepared to trav-
el to give talks.
He will now be prepared to give talks in
North Cheshire, Lancashire and West
Yorkshire.
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Each year the BPS publishes The Bulletin
which is a record of the Society’s activities;
Pteridologist: The Fern Magazine in full
colour A4 format with popular articles on
all aspects of Pteridology and two volumes
of the scientific journal Fern Gazette. The
BPS herbarium is housed in the National
Cultivar Herbarium at RHS Wisley in
Surrey and the BPS archive is now held at
Manchester Museum.
We run a very popular spore exchange
which allows members up to 20 packets of
free spores every year. It is very rewarding
growing both wild and cultivated ferns
from spore and there is plenty of advice for
those wanting to have a go. We sell fern
merchandise and have a thriving book sales
service for members where you can buy
new and second hand fern books at very
competitive prices.
In 1891 there were around 40 members but
today our membership is approaching 700
made up of subscribers to our journals,
overseas members and full UK members.
I’m pleased to report that Pteridomania is
still alive and kicking in 2010!
To find out more see our website:
www.eBPS.org.uk, or
email: secretary@eBPS.org.uk, or
write to The Secretary, Yvonne Golding,
7  Grange Road, Buxton, Derbyshire.
SK17 6NH.

THE WILDLIFE OF
EAGLEY BROOK
VALLEY, BOLTON
Ben Deed, 34 Hawarden Street,
Astley Bridge, Bolton BL1 7HY

Introduction:
With increasing urbanisation and pressures
on our local wildlife it is important that
havens are recognised and that local
government powers are used, powers such
as the designation of Greenspace as Local
Nature Reserves (LNRs).
In this respect Bolton Council is currently
looking into increasing the number of
LNRs, and have called upon the Lancashire
Wildlife Trust to collect evidence on a
number of proposed areas.
Eagley Valley is one such area,
surrounding a stretch of Eagley Brook
located between Astley Bridge and
Bromley Cross and not far from Blackburn
Road (SD721130). It consists primarily of
steep deciduous woodland and areas of
open amenity grassland as well as a pond,
with fairly good access throughout. As a
whole the site is currently managed by
Bolton Council though with no particular
management aims beyond maintenance,
and health and safety.
Eagley Valley has been proposed as a fu-
ture LNR due to its good access, location
and relative natural state currently promot-
ing good biodiversity as well as an enticing
potential for more. As a result in the sum-
mer of 2009 the LWT conducted a number
of surveys on the site that culminated in a
document supporting its designation as an
LNR (Eagley Valley Report: Supporting
documents (2009) – B.Deed) and a Phase 1
Report (Eagley Valley Phase 1 habitat sur-
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vey (2009) – J.Moore) both of which can be
accessed by contacting the Lancashire
Wildlife Trust at their Greater Manchester
office in Bolton.
Background (Excerpt from report):
Background research was conducted using
archived information held by the Bolton
Museum and Library and through online
searches and written documentation, given
below is a general overview of some of the
information gathered.
Local History – The Eagley Valley area
and the brook itself has gone through many
changes over the years, and been a place of
significance in the development of Bolton
since as far back as 1782 when the first
“water-powered spinning mill” was
constructed.
From that point on the area prospered and
expanded increasing the size of the local
community and the prosperity of the people
living there, founding its own schools,
shops, parks and co-operative. Much of this
development can still be seen today in the
buildings around Eagley, which gives the
area its individual character.
Further prosperity meant the company
running the Eagley mills expanded into
dyeing and by 1896 it had partner mills in
Montreal and links to Lithuania and Russia.
Much of the old works can still be seen in
the survey area; including the now
converted mill overlooking the site, the
remaining lodge is a relic of those times, as
are the damns and stone constructions that
remain in the brook itself.
There were other lodges on the site but in
the relatively recent past these were filled in
for health and safety reasons, though
localised wet areas in compartment 1 mark
where they once were.

The industrial developments in the area
also had a profound effect on tree coverage,
as development work increased and the
community grew, much of the original
ancient woodland was removed and
subsequently re-planted with Sycamore
which is now dominant in large portions of
the site. However, certain areas remained
less managed due to their inaccessibility
and distance from the workings, these areas
can now be seen as being more Oak
dominant, though the vast majority of the
trees on the site are young.
Together these historical factors have
helped produce the variety of habitats
which have contributed to the variation in
localised biodiversity, and in addition have
produced the singular character found
within the Eagley Valley area.
Natural History – Research into historical
wildlife data for the Eagley Valley area has
brought to light some interesting finds,
most noticeable is that many of the species
found in the 2009 survey have been present
for some time. This indicates that these
populations are quite stable and so typical
of the site and this in turn points towards
the Eagley Valley area as having a
historically stable habitat. Initial records
were made of Pipistrelle bat, Long-tailed
tit, Song thrush, Orange-tip, Peacock as
well as many other species records going
back to around 1990 or further.
However, certain species of note have
disappeared, some fairly recently, and were
not found in the 2009 survey, these include:
Great crested newts (1985-1996), Smooth
newt (1986-1996), Kingfisher (1993-2000)
and Great spotted woodpecker (1998-
2003). In addition to this there are a number
of small bird species that are recorded as
present in the past but were not noted in this
survey.
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Taking into account the local history of this
area, it seems reasonable to assume that
changes in land use, and development of
the site, in particular the filling of most of
the lodges and increased urbanisation on
and around the site have caused a shift in
the species of wildlife using it.
Though, by the same token it also seems
reasonable that if areas of the site were to
be managed with an aim to recreating the
previous status of the area, then these
species might be encouraged to return, and
this is something that is discussed in the
further management aims of the site.
Surveys:
The primary surveys were conducted using
a transect that was set up to sample the
various habitat types and to gain a broad
understanding of wildlife throughout the
site. The route is mapped out on page 9, and
an example of survey results is set out on
page 8.
Broad habitat types included; Open
amenity grassland, un-maintained
grassland, wooded & open slopes, edge
woodland, and mixed deciduous woodland
as well as a pond and river edge habitats.
The transects were aimed primarily at
butterfly recording, though did include a
number of other species records. Recording
was chiefly directed at determining
presence or absence of species although did
also give some idea of abundance.
Bat surveys were also conducted and these
found several bat species present
throughout the site, though with some
particular points of concentration, and in
addition some temporary and longer term
roosts in and adjacent to the survey area.
Amphibian surveys of the pond (torchlight,
visual and netting) showed a large amount
of Tritrus helveticus (Palmate newt)

activity, as well as the presence of both
Rana temporaria and Bufo bufo (common
frog and toad).
In all 15 butterfly species were found on the
site, along with 23 bird, 8 mammal
(including 4 bat) and a number of insect and
plant species including a limited survey of
mosses and liverworts on the site.
A full list of species can be found in the
appendix of the report and complete
surveys are published in a supporting
document that can be found with it (Eagley
Valley Survey: Summer 2009 datasheets),
while the phase one by J.Moore contains a
greater level of detail regarding plant
species at the site as well as their
distribution.
Conclusion:
After surveying the site this year I have
come to enjoy taking walks around the
brook, and often make notes on the flora
and fauna. It has also helped me to better
understand the value of “Urban
Greenspace” in real terms rather than just a
snappy phrase used by planners.
As a more or less un-managed area of land
around a brook the Eagley Valley area
provides a safe haven for nature, it gives
species some protection against urban
expansion and holds open the routes linking
similar ‘stepping stones’ of habitat together
that in turn allows individuals to migrate
and mingle so strengthening their species
stability in the region.
With designating Eagley Valley and similar
areas as Local Nature Reserves we can
show that this importance is recognised and
afford these areas and the wildlife some
protection for the future.
Also as a designated LNR, organisations
such as the LWT and Bolton Council can
put in place plans and begin to manage the
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C Species Common name A C Species Common name A

1 Corvus corone corone Carrion Crow 2 5 Columba palumbus Wood pigeon 1
  Anas platyrhynchos Mallard 3   Hirundo rustica Swallow 1
  Turdus merula Blackbird 4
  Pica pica Magpie 1 6 Cinclus cinclus Dipper 1
  Larus ridibundus Black-headed gull 1
  Erithacus rubecula Robin 1 7 Pieris brassicae Large white 1
  Turdus philomelos Song thrush 1   Pieris rapae Small white 1
           Maniola jurtina Meadow brown 4
2 Pieris brassicae Large white 4   Pararge aegeria Speckled wood 1
  Pieris rapae Small white 3   Thymelicus sylvestris Small skipper 7
  Maniola jurtina Meadown brown 9   Ochlodes venatus Large skipper 2
  Polygonia c-album Comma 3   Aeshna cyanea Southern hawker 1
  Vanessa atalanta Red admiral 1   Turdus merula Blackbird 2
  Thymelicus sylvestris Small skipper 3
  Aeshna cyanea Southern hawker 1 8 Pieris brassicae Large white 2
  Aeshna grandis Brown hawker 5   Pieris rapae Small white 1
  Pica pica Magpie 1   Maniola jurtina Meadow brown 6
  Erithacus rubecula Robin 1   Pyronia tithonus Gatekeeper 1
  Hirundo rustica Swallow 2   Thymelicus sylvestris Small skipper 7
  Turdus merula Blackbird 1   Ochlodes venatus Large skipper 1
  Turdus philomelos Song thrush 3   Accipiter nisus Sparrowhawk 1
  Columba palumbus Woodpigeon 1
  Microtus agrestis Field vole 1 9 Pieris rapae Small white 3
           Maniola jurtina Meadow brown 1
3 Turdus merula Blackbird 2   Thymelicus sylvestris Small skipper 3
  Columba palumbus Woodpigeon 2   Columba palumbus Wood pigeon 1
  Rana temporaria Frog (Tadpoles) 100+   Passer montanus Tree sparrow 10
  Bufo bufo Toad (Tadpoles) 100+   Hirundo rustica Swallow 2
  Gasterosteus aculeatus Stickleback 5   Larus ridibundus Black-headed gull 1
           Sylvia atricapilla Blackcap 4
4 Maniola jurtina Meadow brown 2   Pica pica Magpie 2
  Pararge aegeria Speckled wood 2   Fringilla coelebs Chaffinch 3
  Pica pica Magpie 3   Erithacus rubecula Robin 4
  Columba palumbus Woodpigeon 4   Oryctolagus cuniculus Rabbit 1
  Turdus merula Blackbird 3
  Hirundo rustica Swallow 1

reserve towards goals, such as improving its
suitability for the wildlife already there and
perhaps looking at re-introducing species
that have become extinct from the site as
well as working towards UK and Local
Biodiversity Action Plans.
Furthermore, I also believe there is a case
for looking at Eagley Valley as a wider
project linking multiple sites along Eagley

Brook with a mind to creating and
maintaining a ‘Wildlife Corridor’. This is
something which has become increasingly
recognised as important on both large and
small scales, and can be seen to coincide
with the Living Landscapes Scheme
where natural areas are being joined up
across the UK.

Survey Example: 11 July 2009
Column C = Compartment
Column A = Abundance
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SOCIETY DIARY
Please note that members of the North Western Naturalists’ Union are

welcome to attend meetings of all affiliated societies.

ALTRINCHAM AND DISTRICT NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY
Except where otherwise stated, all indoor meetings will be held at Bowdon Parish Cen-
tre, Stamford Road, Bowdon and will be timed approximately as follows: 7.30, informal
gathering, 7.45pm lecture, 9.15pm tea and chat.
All excursions leave from the public car park, Cecil Road, Hale (behind supermarket) at
the times indicated. If you intend to join the excursion please give three days notice to
the leader. Food and drink for the day and suitable footwear is advisable.
Please note that dogs are not allowed on reserves.
Tuesday 9 February: Puddings Pomanders and Polish
Something very different, with Barbara Foster
Tuesday 9 March: Altrincham - 300 Million Years Ago
An illustrated lecture by Fred Broadhurst
Tuesday 23 March: Annual General Meeting
With a short slide show to conclude the evening. Natural History Exhibits are welcome.
A supplemetary spring/summer programme will be available at this meeting.
Tuesday 13 April: Siberian Summer
An illustrated lecture by Tim Woolfall
Tuesday 27 April: The Canary Islands and other Atlantic Isles
An illustrated lecture by Mike Pettipher
Saturday 12 June: Silverdale, Lancashire
A full day excursion looking for plants of the carboniferous limestone.
Tuesday 28 September: The first indoor meeting
DERBYSHIRE AND NOTTINGHAMSHIRE ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY
See www.danes-insects.org.uk/events.htm
LIVERPOOL BOTANICAL SOCIETY
Indoor meetings are held in the Clore Natural History Centre, World Museum, Liver-
pool, starting at 11.00am.
Saturday 13 February : Annual General Meeting.
Followed by a resume of the 2009 field meetings, slides, photos, exhibits etc.
Saturday 13 March :Fascinating Insects.
Some of the amazing life-cycles of local plant-eating invertebrates:
Peter Gateley
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NORTHWESTERN NATURALISTS' UNION - BRYOPHYTE AND LICHENS
SECTION
All meetings on Saturdays, starting at 10.30 am. Bring food and clothing adequate for a
full day in rough country and bad weather. Please check with section secretary  a day or
so before the meeting, in case of cancellation or changes. "Beginners" are welcome at
ANY meeting.
Saturday 20 February : Sankey Valley Park (Warrington)
SJ565948 (small carpark). Leader. John Lowell
Saturday 13 March : Ruff Wood and arable land (Ormskirk)
SD428072 (park beside road at junction of Ruff Lane and Vicarage Lane. Leader Des
Callaghan.
Saturday 3 April : Burbage Moor (Sheffield)
SK267803 (Fox House carpark). Leader Joan Egan.
Saturday 8 May : Gait Barrows (Arnside)
SD483774 (turn off road at SD482777 & meet by the Natural England barn). Leader Wendy
Nelson and Jim Adams.
Saturday 5 June : Sunnyhurst Wood (Darwen)
SD679224 (carpark). Leader Martha Newton.
Saturday 17 July : Yarrow Valley (Chorley)
SD570153 (carpark). Leader John Lowell.
Saturday 7 August : Rixton Clay Pits (Warrington)
SJ686901 (Nature Reserve carpark). Leader Des Callaghan.
Saturday 4 September : Upper Bradford Dale (Bakewell)
SK195631 (park where possible in Middleton village. Leader Martha Newton.
Saturday 2 October : Salthill Quarry Nature Reserve (Clitheroe)
SD758427 (park in large lay-by on Lincoln Way). Leader Des Callaghan.
Saturday 6 November : Healey Dell (Rochdale)
SD880155 (Healey Dell Visitor Centre, Dell Road). Leader Norman Bamforth.
Saturday 4 December : Tom Wood (Charlesworth)
SJ996935 (Lymefield Visitor Centre, Broadbottom). Park in signposted overflow car-
park. Leader Norman Bamforth.
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ROCHDALE FIELD NATURALISTS’ SOCIETY
www.rochdalefieldnaturalistssociety.co.uk
Indoor Meetings are held on the second Thursday of the month, September to April, at
Cutgate Baptist Church, Edenfield Road, Rochdale. Enquiries: Marolyn Colley 01706
814884. Charges: Members £1.00, Non-members £2.00.
All Excursions depart from the cul-de-sac at Manchester Road, Rochdale.  Time:
Coaches 0900hrs, Cars 1000hrs. Coaches return at 1700hrs except during the months of
November, December, January and February when return is at 1600hrs.  Queries: Field
excursions – contact Barbara Waddington on 01706 658260 / Coach bookings – contact
Fred Royle on 01706 644394   Coach Price: Members £12, Non-members £14.
Thursday, 11 February: Orchids of Britain
Roger Bowmer, author of 'British Orchids'
Saturday 13 February : River Wyre area, Fylde – Coach Trip
M. & P. Culkin
Saturday 27 February : Pennington Flash, Wigan – Car Trip
D. & P. Francis
Thursday 11 March: The Marvels of Moths – and their changing fortunes in
Lancashire
Steve Palmer, Recorder, Lancashire Moths Group
Saturday 13 March : Wintersett reservoir, Barnsley – Coach Trip
S. Carr & R. Newing
Saturday 27 March : Hardcastle Crags, Hebden Bridge – Car Trip
P. Jackson
Thursday 8 April : Members night (A selection of members' slides)  All welcome
Saturday 10 April : Wharfedale, Yorkshire – Coach Trip
P. & M. Maddock
Saturday 24 April : Gawthorpe, Padiham – Car Trip
F. Royle
Saturday 8 May : Potteric Carr, Yorkshire – Coach Trip
D. & P. Francis
Saturday 22 May : Lyme Park, Stockport, Cheshire – Car Trip
B. & P. Waddington
Saturday 12 June : Silverdale/Arnside area, Lancashire – Coach Trip
P. Stevens
Saturday 26 June : White Coppice, Chorley – Car Trip
A. Cross
Saturday 10 July : Prees Heath & Whixall Moss, Shropshire – Coach Trip
S. Allen
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Saturday 24 July : Rixton Clay Pits, Warrington – Car Trip
S. Allen & M. Colley
Saturday 14 August : Hartington, Derbyshire – Coach Trip
A. Cross
Saturday 28 August : Ripponden area, Yorkshire – Car Trip
M. Colley
Saturday 11 September : Cockersands and Glasson, Lancs coast – Coach Trip
B. & P. Waddington
Saturday 25 September : Bolton reservoirs – Car Trip
K. & R. Cowley
Saturday 16 October : Filey Brigg and Dams, East Yorks coast – Coach Trip
K. & R. Cowley
Saturday 30 October : Moore Nature Reserve, Warrington – Car Trip
S. Allen & E. Clutterbuck
ACCRINGTON NATURALISTS’ AND ANTIQUARIANS’ SOCIETY
Meetings start at 2.30 pm at Antley Methodists’ Church Hall, Blackburn Road, Ac-
crington. Enquiries 01254 381236 or 236076. Non-members welcome - £1.00 mini-
mum lecture fee.
Sunday 7 February : Jewel in the Crown – the Wildlife of Northern India
Mike McKavett
Sunday 21 February : Manchester Bolton & Bury Canal –
Its History & Restoration
Dr. Paul Hindle
Sunday 7 March : Wildlife of the Seashore
Ken Green

Sunday 21 March : Annual General Meeting – Slides & Exhibits welcome
with refreshments
CHEADLE HULME & BRAMHALL NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY
Indoor meeting venue is at St. Michael’s Church Hall, St. Michael’s Avenue, Bramhall,
Stockport, SK7 2PG at 7.30pm
Thursday18 February : AGM (7.15pm) + Patagonia
Reg Way
Thursday 4 March : Hot Pot Supper
Thursday 18 March : Plant Treasures of North West Bogs
Martha Newton
Thursday 15 April : The Natural History of Gardens
John Steedman
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MANCHESTER AND NORTH MIDLANDS FERN GROUP
Contact: Yvonne Golding, 7 Grange Road, Buxton, Derbyshire. SK17 6NH. 01298
24588. Secretary@eBPS.org.uk
March : Indoor Spring Meeting
The Firs, University of Manchester : Guest speaker. To be arranged.
Saturday 10 April : BPS AGM
Natural History Museum, London : Talks by BPS members on fern excursions to Aus-
tralia and California. Dr Sarah Whittingham will talk about ‘Pteridomania’.
Saturday 29 May : Chorlton Water Park, Manchester
Up to 18 species (including some surprises) in and around this urban nature reserve :
Leader Dave Bishop
Saturday 26 June : Deepdale and Hob’s House, Derbyshire
Limestone ferns/nice flowers/fossil corals : Leader Yvonne Golding
Saturday 31 July : Tissington Trail, Derbyshire
D. submontana monitoring and other limestone ferns : Leader Yvonne Golding
Saturday 21 August : Goyt Valley, Derbyshire/Cheshire Border
Exploring Ingersley Vale. Visit to Jenny and Paul’s garden : Hosts Jenny and Paul Mar-
tin.
4-6 September : Gardens of South Yorkshire
including Wentworth Castle, Brodsworth and Wortley Halls : Leader Paul Ruston
Saturday 23 October : Autumn Indoor Meeting
The Firs, University of Manchester. Plant swap, slide shows, organise next years pro-
gramme.
MANCHESTER FIELD CLUB
Indoor Meetings are held at Sale United Reformed Church Hall, Montague Road, Sale,
M33 3BU, near Sale Metro station, commencing 7.00pm. Free to members, visitors
£2.00.
Saturday 23 January : Mersey Valley, Chorlton and Sale
Meet 11.00 am at Chorlton Water Park car park, Maitland Avenue, Chorlton. Leaders
Christine Walsh and Roger Snowdon.
Saturday 13 February : The Pennine Fringe – scenes around Macclesfield
Saturday 27 February : Jumbles Reservoir
Meet at car park off A676 (map ref. SD736140). Leader John Lowell.
Saturday 13 March : Flowers and Wildlife of Old Railway Habitats
Saturday 27 March : Sugarbrook Farm, Mobberley
Meet 11.00 am park in farm carpark at Sugarbrook Farm or in lay-by opposite farm en-
trance. Leaders Margaret McCormick & Maurice Lees.



Page No. 15

LANCASHIRE & CHESHIRE ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY
Indoor meetings are at 7.30pm, unless indicated and are at Frodsham Community
Centre, Fluin Lane, Frodsham
MANCHESTER MICROSCOPICAL AND NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY
All meetings are held in the Stopford Building (Medical School) University of Man-
chester M13 9PT, corner of Oxford Road and Aker Street (next to the Holy Name
Church), Manchester, from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.  All are welcome – feel free to bring a
friend or two. Non-members and members of other Societies are welcome. The
Society’s library will be available at all Stopford meetings and includes copies of our
Newsletters and literature on microscopic history, as well as many books on microscopy
and Natural History.
See also our Internet site at  http://www.manchestermicroscopical.org.uk
NELSON NATURALIST SOCIETY
All meetings are held at Christ Church, Carr Road, Nelson and start at 7.30pm
NORTH WESTERN NATURALISTS’ UNION
Saturday 6 March : Annual General Meeting
PRESTON BIRD WATCHING AND NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY
Meetings at St. Mary’s Church Hall, Cop Lane, Penwortham. Further details from Steve
Halliwell 01772 705468, www.prestonsociety.co.uk
SADDLEWORTH NATURALISTS
All events listed are indoor meetings held at 7.30pm at the Brownhill Visitors’ Centre at
Dobcross.

North Western Naturalists’ Union
Annual General Meeting

2pm at the Lecture Theatre
Bolton Library, Museum & Archive

Le Mans Crescent
Bolton
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Water Ladybird Challenge
I am still in search of ladybird records for the new atlas and there is one featured on
my blog  (www.jeffclarkeecology.co.uk/site/My-Blog/Spots-Before-My-Eyes.html
click on image to enlarge) that is pretty easy to find in winter .You do not need to be
an entomologist. The Water Ladybird (Anisosticta 19-punctata) is easy to identify and
they are very habitat specific. All you have to do is tease back the leaves on dead typha
stems and you have a good chance of finding them.
However, ANY ladybird records, from any time, would be greatly welcomed. Many
thanks.
Jeff Clarke - 01925 790753 - 07837 690612

AFFILIATED SOCIETIES
Contacts

Will affiliated societies please ensure that Mike Walton (see below) is informed
about changes in their secretary of treasurer.

The North Western Naturalists’ Union Web Site
The NWNU now has its own web site at
www.northwesternnaturalistsunion.org.uk

Amongst other material, it includes a listing of links to affiliated societies’ sites. If
your society has a web site, it would be appreciated if you would check that the
link on the site is up to date and also arrange for a link to the NWNU site to be
put on to your society’s web site.
If your society does not have a web site, please let Mike Walton
(mike.a.walton@googlemail.com  01606 832 613) have details of ways in which the
NWNU site can be used to promote your society.


