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Altrincham and District Natural History Society
Altrincham and District Natural History
Society celebrated its centenary last year.
The Society's minutes record the meeting of
7 gentlemen on the 14 January 1908, to cre-
ate a society promoting Education, Observa-
tion and Recording of all forms of the natural
world. In the difficult times of 1914/15 for
the Society, it was disbanded, eventually
reforming in 1920, gaining in membership
and widening the sphere of interest to include
`Literary' in the title.
Our books of Proceedings date from this
time. Observations noted include the first
grey squirrels in Dunham Park, and species such as Corncrake, Nightjar, Spoonbill,
Adder's-tongue fern and Grass of Parnassus, which were all recorded within a short
distance of Altrincham. These records were compiled by A.K. Lawson for many years,
followed by Philip Newton, both of whom held the office of Secretary.
A notable member of the Society was Thomas A. Coward who was one of the foremost
practical field naturalists of the early 20th century. He was President of the Society for
many years and as a memorial to him our Society instigated the purchase by subscription
of Cotterill Clough Reserve and Marbury Reedbed. A.W. Boyd was also an active
member, author and speaker. He wrote The Diary of a Country Parish, set around
Frandley in Cheshire, where he lived.
The Society currently provides a focus for natural history activities with fortnightly
meetings, talks, walks, practical studies and socials, making a full programme of events

covering a wide range of subjects and interests. Over the
years we have completed several in-depth surveys of
various sites, made donations to county or local natural
history projects and continued to record our observa-
tions. All the records of the Society are held at Sale Local
Studies Centre and at Liverpool Museum and are now
being included in the on-line repository of rECOrd, the
Local Record Centre for Cheshire, and subsequently in
the National Biodiversity Network.
For further information please see the website
www.altnats.org.uk, email info@altnats.org.uk or tele-
phone the Society secretary, Claire Joures on 0161 928
4513.
Margaret Hickson and Michael Pettipher
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FROM A FEATHER VIA AVIAN CORPSES TO
SKINS

How in the 1950’s a schoolboy came to send
some avian corpses to Bolton Museum

Reuben B Girling, 11 Deramore Drive, Badger Hill, York, YO10 5HW
This paper does not contain peer-reviewed scientific research - it is essentially an
autobiographical pseudo-soap-opera. The story tells how over half a century ago, as a
teenage schoolboy bird watcher, I was “taken under the wing” by my ornithologist
woodwork master. Specifically, this text relates how the finding of a single feather led to
a schoolboy handful of specimen becoming added to the vast collection of bird skins at
the Bolton Museum.
At the commencement of this tale our family were living on the north-eastern edge of
Kingston upon Hull in the East Riding of Yorkshire. Through adventures and escapades
in and around the then neighbouring countryside I already had a practical interest in
nature, especially birds, before attending Malet Lambert co-educational Grammar School
from Sept 1952 to July 1959. It was there that my connection with Bolton Museum came
about through the inspiration and encouragement of my woodwork master, Mr Ainsworth.
George H Ainsworth, with a handful of others, was a founder of Spurn Bird Observatory
in the late 1940s - as is recorded in various texts of Yorkshire ornithology. I went to Spurn
both with him and alone through all four seasons of my grammar school years. In those
years, Spurn Bird Observatory was almost reached by the Connor & Graham bus
company. The first bus of the day from Hull only ran as far as Easington - the starting
point for a mini-hike to Spurn. The later daytime services went further, terminating at
Kilnsea - leaving a 10-15 minute or so walk to the Observatory.
In the 1950s, save for the peak times of spring and autumn migrations and when
compared with the visiting groups and organisations of today, relatively few bird
watchers (as they were then described before becoming today’s birders) visited the area.
I met some significant bird watchers of local, area and national status. At the risk of
teasing some Bolton and other north-western area naturalists, I feel obliged to name two
such men (nearly all the bird watchers I met in those years were “males of the species”)
from west of the Pennines who I met at Spurn. They were Dr (later Prof) J D Craggs (to
prove visitors to Spurn at that time were not all men or annoying little schoolboys with
strong East Hull accents - I met his two daughters) and John Gittins. Both men were
strongly connected with birding on Hilbre Island in the Dee Estuary - as is recorded in
various texts of north-western ornithology.
My teacher, Mr. Ainsworth, though small in stature, stood head and shoulders above all
others in being my undoubted primary mentor when it came to Spurn Bird Observatory.
In the Summer of 1952, before I started at Malet Lambert in the September, I went
camping with the Sutton-on-Hull Scouts to a site by the River Ouse south of York.
Crucially, as it turned out, it was at that camp I found a feather that had an unusual
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structure. Later, in the autumn and now at Malet Lambert, and having learned Mr
Ainsworth was an ornithologist I showed the feather to him. He told me to send it to Mr
Alfred Hazelwood, a curator at Bolton Museum. Looking back, I cannot imagine
Ainsworth not knowing the species. Maybe in informing me of Hazelwood, Ainsworth
was endeavouring to broaden my already demonstrated interest in birds. I wonder if the
Ainsworth-Hazelwood connection stems from when Alfred Hazelwood and Ralph
Chislett (known by Ainsworth through Spurn Bird Observatory and who when it came to
ornithology, was - as I was to learn and witness in the years following - the authority in
Yorkshire and beyond) were in the Doncaster area of South Yorkshire?
So, I sent the feather to the Bolton Museum. Hazelwood’s postal reply recorded that the
feather was - and, here his words are not reproduced verbatim - the sixth (if correctly
recalled) visible primary feather of the right or left (I forget which was stated) wing of a
Barn Owl Tyto alba. Fancy me a mere eleven years old schoolboy receiving
correspondence from a Museum curator. The feather was returned to me though I do not
know what became of it or the letter.
It seems reasonable to assume it was more probably Hazelwood than Ainsworth who
mentioned that dead birds would be welcomed at the museum. Either way I sent some.
The precious specimen were wrapped in newspapers and a less than subtle combination
of breakfast cereal packets and other cardboard boxes obtained from a local greengrocer
before the whole was tied up with various strings and a menagerie of knots for “security”.
Hazelwood always replied promptly, refunding the postage. I well recall his squat white
envelopes.
Four specimens I sent to Bolton, that helpful museum staff traced for a visit I made in
2001, are detailed in the following paragraphs in the chronological order of my finding
the corpses.
12 March 1955, Red-throated Diver Gavia stellata
This somewhat primitive species is most often recorded in Yorkshire at the coast and
outside of the breeding season, especially during the winter months when the named
throat plumage is white. In the 1950s the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds
campaigned against ships flushing oil from their tanks at sea. Such floating pollution
caused the death of some seabirds. Consequently, during the winter months of those
years, variously oiled and dead Red-throated Divers could be found on the Holderness
beaches.
One of the Gavia genus stands out in my memory. It was a winter-plumaged Red-throated
Diver I found toward the western end of the southern shore of Kirkholme Nab (TA 197
472), the small headland at the east end of Hornsea Mere and not actually on the coast
itself. The reason I have such a clear recall of this particular bird is because of
Hazelwood’s reply in response to receiving the large corpse. His words brought
somewhat alarming news. The bird had been shot! Quite how the bird came to die is not
certain. It could have carried the shot for some time, or not, or fallen foul of ingested
pollution.
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Prior to 2001 I had sometimes mentioned and wondered about the birds sent to Alfred
Hazelwood, especially so the shot Diver. In 2001, some 34 years after writing my first
computer program, I was surfing the Internet and found myself in touch with Kathryn
Berry at Bolton Museum. Emails and ‘phone calls followed. Then, on Friday 22 June, I
drove from York over the M62 with my wife Pam to the museum where we were greeted
by Kathryn and introduced to her colleagues Patricia Francis and Geoff Yates.
Pam and I had been at the museum for only minutes when IT happened. Talk about the
weirdness of déjà vu. Believe me, unless you have experienced the real intensity of it you
cannot describe it - and in this case words fail me. There it was. After 46 years, my
Red-throated Diver, now preserved as a skin (see Figure 1). (I have a feeling about other
Divers. In particular that of holding a large corpse, possibly that of a Great Northern
Diver G. immer, as I faced down the garden from the small back yard of our house in east
Hull. However, I admit such feeling might be no more than imagination).
The neatly hand-written label of the skin records the bird to be an oiled male. I am named
as “R Girling” and the wording includes “Hornsea, E Yorks 12/3/1955” which was a
Saturday not so long after my fourteenth birthday on Sunday 23rd of February. My
interest in birds at that age might also be gauged from the photograph taken when I was
thirteen and a half years old (see Figure 2). The two birds pictured have long since left
me. In the case of the hard-won Barn Owl Tyto alba (its acquisition in 1953 is a
well-recalled story in itself) the simplicity of its loss was a lesson.
Interestingly, the Bolton Red-throated Diver is named within the Colymbus genus, a
nomenclature used formerly for, for example, the Black-necked, Great-crested, and
Red-necked Grebes and which species are now placed in the genus Podiceps. A ground-
breaking publication of the time, The Pocket Guide to BRITISH BIRDS, by R S Fitter,
Collins, London 1952 - which soon became a classic - used the scientific names in the
then “new” official list of the British Ornithologists’ Union placing the Red-throated
Diver in the genus Colymbus. I still have the book I purchased as a Christmas present in
1952 - when I was eleven years old. These days, current lists place Divers in the genus
Gavia. Through books on my shelves dealing with avian taxonomy and names of
individuals associated with the naming of species, I learn that the mono-typic Red-
throated Diver was named Gavia stellata by the Rev E L Pontoppidan, one time Bishop
of Bergen, in his “Danske Atlas” of 1763.
Before moving on from this species I must mention this particular bird and genus have
had a long and lasting effect on me. These days, I possess more than a dozen books
whose contents are devoted to Divers or, as they are sometimes known, especially in
North America, Loons. Such naming, like the haunting call of the birds themselves,
once heard, is never ever forgotten.
1 June 1955, House Martin Delichon urbica
Long ago and toward the end of a lazy afternoon, Mr Ainsworth’s son John and I were
meandering back along the Humber shore looking at this and poking about at that as we
approached Warren Cottage, Spurn Bird Observatory (TA 419 149) at the northern top
end of Spurn Point. Suddenly IT happened! We (John or me - I do not recall who
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received the honour) found a dead House Martin on the beach. I knew something
unusual about this species - it possesses finely white-feathered feet - and showed the
detail to my school pal. No doubt we shared words about the little bird being a summer
migrant. I sent it to Hazelwood and a skin was made (see Figures 1 and 3). The
specimen label records the bird as an adult female, not moulting with “St: blackish
liquid”, the location of “Spurn, E Yorks” and my name as “R B Girling”. The date on
the label is 1 June 1955. Unfortunately Bolton Museum does not hold the 1955 diary, so
it cannot be said when the bird was examined post-mortem revealing the details drawn
on the label.
Interestingly, the label poses a hidden question that came to me when researching dates
for this article. Intriguingly, 1 June 1955 was a Wednesday. A school day! Had we
“bunked off”? No. Freedom to be off school that day stemmed from the previous
Sunday (29 May) being Whit Sunday. As a consequence, 1 June was the Wednesday
during the Whitsuntide school holiday (which in 1955 would have been from Saturday
28 May through Sunday 5 June inclusive) when John and me went on that particular
adventure to Spurn.
20 May 1956, Greenfinch Carduelis chloris
In my mid to late teens our family moved to live near the city boundary on the then
main approach road into Hull from the west. Through this re-location and the increasing
needs for schoolwork contact with Spurn was less easy and became less frequent.
However, I continued bird watching! One afternoon in the summer of 1956, when aged
fifteen and a half years old, I went bird watching to Melton ponds situated at the end of
a lane and track leading south from Melton (some seven or eight miles west of our then
address). On the return cycle ride on my straight-handle-barred three-speed Raleigh
along the now “old” A63 and just nicely before lighting up time, I found some fresh
road-kill. It was a Greenfinch Carduelis chloris. I sent the small passerine to Bolton
where a skin was prepared (see Figures 1 and 3). The skin label records the sex as
female and is dated 20 May 1956, which was a Sunday. My name appears as “R B
Girling”. The bird is further recorded on Tuesday 22 May 1956 in the diary thankfully
still held at the museum. These two dates confirm my belief that I posted specimen soon
after finding them - in this case, it would have been Monday 21. The dates also
demonstrate a “fast” postal service! Importantly, it should be noted that the written
Bolton record is for “Welton” - which is an error. (Welton is a mile or so west of
Melton). My handwriting of the location must have been illegible. Either way, I am
pleased to have this opportunity to straighten the record - the Greenfinch was found at
Melton.
31 May 1956 (or maybe a day or so earlier, see text), Cuckoo Cuculus canorus
One day, in his woodwork shop, Mr Ainsworth showed me a dead cuckoo. I was quite
taken with it, especially by the yellow feet. It really was like a small species of bird of
prey - just as recorded in Fitter’s book BRITISH BIRDS (see above under Red-throated
Diver). The bird had been found dead on Sutton-on-Hull Municipal Golf Course. I sent
the cuckoo to Mr Hazelwood. The specimen label carries the date of 31 May 1956, a
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Thursday. The bird was an adult female. That and more was recorded on Saturday 2nd
June 1956 in the museum diary (see Figure 4). I well recall Hazelwood’s reply
recording the bird was fly-blown - a condition which cannot have entirely pleased him.
However, it stands that even in that condition a skin was made (see Figures 1 and 3). Mr
Hazelwood included in his letter some useful advice to keep future specimen cool in a
‘fridge until ready to post.
Returning to the present, yet still with an eye on the past. I must mention another
species - Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus. Mr Ainsworth was with me when I
found it at Spurn, on a date I do not recall. In contrast I do recall its finding - not least
because my teacher told me not to reveal the nature of the circumstances of its
discovery to Mr Hazelwood. The specimen was sent to Bolton Museum and, as told by
my teacher, I did not mention the actual nature of its finding. During my visit to the
museum in 2001 a modest search did not drop on the warbler.
Thankfully, Bolton Museum still holds some commonplace diaries (see Figures 3 and
4). I have assumed diary entries and skin labels were written and sketched by
Hazelwood. Whoever the scribe, they are fine examples of diligent record keeping. The
diaries are a potential Internet reference of taxidermy and more at Bolton Museum.
Within the museum records (diaries and skin labels) there are some names I can easily
recall - through meeting them in the 1950s. In alphabetical order they are: (i) H O
(Henry) Bunce, a wader specialist (ii) E Crackles, Miss F E (Eva) Crackles, my biology
teacher, speciality botany (iii) Ralph Chislett (I also met his wife), author of
YORKSHIRE BIRDS. A record for “G E Ainsworth” is surely that for “G H Ainsworth”.
These names can be found in Yorkshire natural history records and also appear on the
Internet.
A “final” loose end, or rather question came before me in 2001. Was Mr Hazelwood
linked with the massive avian skin collection at the Natural History Museum, Tring? I
emailed an enquiry. It brought a positive result! For the record, Dr Robert Prys-Jones
replied, “Between 1930 and 1935, the BMNH bird collections, then in London, received
small numbers of specimens from an A Hazelwood, whose address in 1932 was given
as 25 Ravensworth Road, Doncaster”. The email continued, “Correspondence may well
still exist, but you would have to consult the NHM archivist….”. I was advised, “During
the 1930s, the bird collection at Tring was Lord Rothschild’s, much of which
subsequently went to the American Museum of Natural History in New York. Any
specimens presented by Hazelwood to Rothschild up to 1932 would now likely be in the
AMNH”. I have not pursued this connection further.
It is with great pleasure that I acknowledge Kathryn Berry for her care and attention in
sorting the skins and more for my visit in 2001. Special thanks are extended to Patricia
Francis for her recent pointed guidance and encouragement to record these boyhood
experiences.
Dedicated to the memories of Alfred Hazelwood and George H Ainsworth.
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Figure 1. Bolton Museum Friday 22 June 2001. Holding the winter-plumaged Red-
throated Diver Gavia stellata sent in 1955 to Alfred Hazelwood, Bolton Museum. Other
exhibits with year date (a) House Martin Delichon urbica 1955 (b) Greenfinch
Carduelis chloris 1956 (c) Cuckoo Cuculus canorus 1956.
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Figure 2. Kingston–upon-Hull, Summer
1954. Here I am aged thirteen and a half
and well into birds. Upper bird, Barn Owl
Tyto alba; lower bird Magpie Pica pica.
Some four years later, when living in
west Hull, I lent these birds (and at least
one book by Eric Hosking) to a young
friend there. When he moved away I lost
contact with him and my possessions

Figure 3. (right, below) Bolton Museum,
Friday 22 June 2001. Avian skins with
year of acquisition of the corpse. Top:
Red-throated Diver Gavia stellata 1955,
Lower (left to right): Cuckoo Cuculus
canorus 1955, House Martin Delichon
urbica 1956, Greenfinch Carduelis
chloris 1956. The diary is that for 1957.
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Figure 4. The Bolton Museum diary entry for Saturday 2 June 1956. The post-mortem
examination found the Cuckoo Cuculus canorus to be “extremely badly blown” with
the ovary “Duct destroyed by larvae of flies” (See main text). Are the final initials a
mis-transcription of mine, RBG?
Note from Patricia Francis, Editor:
I had several conversations with Ruben whilst he was writing this article. Ruben was
never able to meet Alfred Hazelwood or the museum taxidermist Eric Gorton in person.
However I think we need also to credit Eric for his contribution. More than probably
Eric would have carried out the post-mortem and taxidermy work on the specimens that
Reuben sent to the museum. Hazelwood and Gorton regularly published notes on
various aspects of bird distribution and variation.

North Western Naturalists’ Union
Annual GeneralMeeting
Saturday 6 March 2010

Bolton Museum
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ALTRINCHAM AND DISTRICT NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY
Except where otherwise stated, all indoor meetings will be held at Bowdon Parish Cen-
tre, Stamford Road, Bowdon and will be timed approximately as follows: 7.30, informal
gathering, 7.45pm lecture, 9.15pm tea and chat.
All excursions leave from the public car park, Cecil Road, Hale (behind supermarket) at
the times indicated. If you intend to join the excursion please give three days notice to
the leader. Food and drink for the day and suitable footwear is advisable.
Please note that dogs are not allowed on reserves.
Tuesday 10 November: Moore Nature Reserve
An illustrated lecture by Mike Roberts
Tuesday 24 November: Snowy Owl - King of the Arctic
A film with Gordon Yates
Tuesday 8 December: Northumbria - England’s Border Country
An illustrated lecture by Gillian Pierce
Saturday 12 December: Annual Christmas Walk and Pub Lunch
Details from the Committee
Tuesday 12 January 2010: Dunham and its People
An illustrated lecture by Mike Gitsham
Tuesday 26 January: Britain’s Spectacular Marine Life
An illustrated lecture by Ian Russell
Tuesday 9 February: Puddings Pomanders and Polish
Something very different, with Barbara Foster
Tuesday 9 March: Altrincham - 300 Million Years Ago
An illustrated lecture by Fred Broadhurst
Tuesday 23 March: Annual General Meeting
With a short slide show to conclude the evening. Natural History Exhibits are welcome.
A supplemetary spring/summer programme will be available at this meeting.
Tuesday 13 April: Siberian Summer
An illustrated lecture by Tim Woolfall
Tuesday 27 April: The Canary Islands and other Atlantic Isles
An illustrated lecture by Mike Pettipher
Saturday 12 June: Silverdale, Lancashire
A full day excursion looking for plants of the carboniferous limestone.
Tuesday 28 September: The first indoor meeting

Please note that members of the North Western Naturalists’ Union
are welcome to attend meetings of all affiliated societies.

SOCIETY DIARY
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DERBYSHIRE AND NOTTINGHAMSHIRE ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY
Saturday 7 November : Derbyshire & Nottinghamshire Entomological Society An-
nual Insect Show
10:30am - 16:00 pm at Broomfield Hall, Morley on the A608 between Derby and Hean-
or.
Sunday 6 December : Newark Entomological Show
At the Grove Leisure centre, London Road, Balderton, Nr Newark, Nottingham. Doors
open from 12.00pm – 4.00pm.

LIVERPOOL BOTANICAL SOCIETY
Indoor meetings are held in the Clore Natural History Centre, World Museum, Liver-
pool, starting at 11.00am.
Saturday 14 November : Holiday Exhibits, Slides, Photos, Specimens etc.
Members are urged to bring along specimens of interest. Botanical accounts
and photos are welcomed from near & far
Saturday 12 December : British Arctic-Alpine Plants
A look at their current sites and habitats: Peter Gateley
Saturday 9 January 2010: Following in the Footsteps of the Asian Plant Hunters
A slide presentation of botanical trips into China and neighbouring countries:
Joan Vincent
Saturday 13 February : Annual General Meeting.
Followed by a resume of the 2009 field meetings, slides, photos, exhibits etc.
Saturday 13 March :Fascinating Insects.
Some of the amazing life-cycles of local plant-eating invertebrates:
Peter Gateley

NORTHWESTERN NATURALISTS' UNION - BRYOPHYTE AND LICHENS
SECTION
All meetings on Saturdays, starting at 10.30 am (except 10 May and 13 Sept., 11.00
am). Bring food and clothing adequate for a full day in rough country and bad weather.
Please check with section secretary (John Lowell - 0161 485 6892) a day or so before
the meeting, in case of cancellation or changes. "Beginners" are welcome any ANY
meeting, but especially so at those marked * , which will cater particularly for them.
Satutday 21 November: Castleshaw
Meet SD 997 092. Leaders Alan & Norman Bamforth
Saturday 19 December: Wayoh
Meet in western of two car parks at Turton & Entwistle Reservoir, SD 721 173. Leader
John Lowell
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NELSON NATURALIST SOCIETY
All meetings are held at Christ Church, Carr Road, Nelson and start at 7.30pm
Wednesday 4 November  : Large Fungi
Martin Ashworth
Wednesday 18 November  : British Butterflies
Tim Melling
Wednesday 2 December : From Mitilini to Anatalya, my Quest for the Balkan 10
Mike Mckavett
Wednesday 16 December  : Gotland footsteps
David Nelson

ROCHDALE FIELD NATURALISTS’ SOCIETY
www.rochdalefieldnaturalistssociety.co.uk
Indoor Meetings are held on the second Thursday of the month, September to April, at
Cutgate Baptist Church, Edenfield Road, Rochdale. Enquiries: Marolyn Colley 01706
814884. Charges: Members £1.00, Non-members £2.00.
All Excursions depart from the cul-de-sac at Manchester Road, Rochdale.  Time:
Coaches 0900hrs, Cars 1000hrs. Coaches return at 1700hrs except during the months of
November, December, January and February when return is at 1600hrs.  Queries: Field
excursions – contact Barbara Waddington on 01706 658260 / Coach bookings – contact
Fred Royle on 01706 644394   Coach Price: Members £12, Non-members £14.
Thursday, 12 November: A Year at Martin Mere
Howard Counsel, WWT volunteer
Saturday 14 November : Far Ings Nature Reserve, Humber Estuary – Coach Trip
B. & P. Waddington
Saturday 28 November : Gorpley Clough, Todmorden – Car Trip
C. Newell
Thursday, 10 December: The History of British Mammals
(Peter Hill Memorial Lecture) Dr.DerekYalden, President of the Mammal Society
Saturday 12 December : Conway RSPB Reserve – Coach Trip
E. & D. Clutterbuck
Thursday, 14 January 2010: Snowy Owl – King of the Arctic (Film)
Gordon Yates
Saturday 16 January : Tittesworth Reservoir, Leek – Coach Trip
J. Taylor
Saturday 30 January : Ashworth Valley – Car Trip
E. & D. Clutterbuck
Thursday, 11 February: Orchids of Britain
Roger Bowmer, author of 'British Orchids'
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Saturday 13 February : River Wyre area, Fylde – Coach Trip
M. & P. Culkin
Saturday 27 February : Pennington Flash, Wigan – Car Trip
D. & P. Francis
Thursday 11 March: The Marvels of Moths – and their changing fortunes in
Lancashire
Steve Palmer, Recorder, Lancashire Moths Group
Saturday 13 March : Wintersett reservoir, Barnsley – Coach Trip
S. Carr & R. Newing
Saturday 27 March : Hardcastle Crags, Hebden Bridge – Car Trip
P. Jackson
Thursday 8 April : Members night (A selection of members' slides)  All welcome
Saturday 10 April : Wharfedale, Yorkshire – Coach Trip
P. & M. Maddock
Saturday 24 April : Gawthorpe, Padiham – Car Trip
F. Royle
Saturday 8 May : Potteric Carr, Yorkshire – Coach Trip
D. & P. Francis
Saturday 22 May : Lyme Park, Stockport, Cheshire – Car Trip
B. & P. Waddington
Saturday 12 June : Silverdale/Arnside area, Lancashire – Coach Trip
P. Stevens
Saturday 26 June : White Coppice, Chorley – Car Trip
A. Cross
Saturday 10 July : Prees Heath & Whixall Moss, Shropshire – Coach Trip
S. Allen
Saturday 24 July : Rixton Clay Pits, Warrington – Car Trip
S. Allen & M. Colley
Saturday 14 August : Hartington, Derbyshire – Coach Trip
A. Cross
Saturday 28 August : Ripponden area, Yorkshire – Car Trip
M. Colley
Saturday 11 September : Cockersands and Glasson, Lancs coast – Coach Trip
B. & P. Waddington
Saturday 25 September : Bolton reservoirs – Car Trip
K. & R. Cowley
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Saturday 16 October : Filey Brigg and Dams, East Yorks coast – Coach Trip
K. & R. Cowley
Saturday 30 October : Moore Nature Reserve, Warrington – Car Trip
S. Allen & E. Clutterbuck

ACCRINGTON NATURALISTS’ AND ANTIQUARIANS’ SOCIETY
Meetings start at 2.30 pm at Antley Methodists’ Church Hall, Blackburn Road, Accrington. Enquiries
01254 381236 or 236076. Non-members welcome - £1.00 minimum lecture fee.

Sunday 1 November : Deer – The Real-life Bambi Family
Nigel Pickering
Sunday 15 November : Austria – A Country of Mountains, Flowers and Churches
Gerry Stephens
Sunday 29 November : A Voyage to the Arctic
Phillip Sugden
Sunday 13 December : Seabird Summer & Birds of a Pennine Forest
Gordon Yates
Sunday 10 January 2010 : Members Slides & Exhibits
followed by Afternoon Tea
Sunday 24 January : Literary Lakeland
Margaret Curry
Sunday 7 February : Jewel in the Crown – the Wildlife of Northern India
Mike McKavett
Sunday 21 February : Manchester Bolton & Bury Canal –
Its History & Restoration
Dr. Paul Hindle
Sunday 7 March : Wildlife of the Seashore
Ken Green

Sunday 21 March : Annual General Meeting – Slides & Exhibits welcome
with refreshments

CHEADLE HULME & BRAMHALL NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY
Indoor meeting venue is at St. Michael’s Church Hall, St. Michael’s Avenue, Bramhall,
Stockport, SK7 2PG at 7.30pm
Thursday 19 November : Our National Parks
Mary Houseman
Thursday10 December : Antarctica
D & A Drackley
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Thursday 21 January 2010 : A New Look at the Natural History of Anglesey
George Beaumont
Thursday18 February : AGM (7.15pm) + Patagonia
Reg Way
Thursday 4 March : Hot Pot Supper
Thursday18 March : Plant Treasures of North West Bogs
Martha Newton
Thursday15 April : The Natural History of Gardens
John Steedman

LANCASHIRE & CHESHIRE ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY
Indoor meetings are at 7.30pm, unless indicated and are at Frodsham Community
Centre, Fluin Lane, Frodsham

MANCHESTER MICROSCOPICAL AND NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY
All meetings (except November) are held in the Stopford Building (Medical School)
University of Manchester M13 9PT, corner of Oxford Road and Aker Street (next to the
Holy Name Church), Manchester, from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.  All are welcome – feel free to
bring a friend or two. Non-members and members of other Societies are welcome. The
Society’s library will be available at all Stopford meetings and includes copies of our
Newsletters and literature on microscopic history, as well as many books on microscopy
and Natural History.
See also our Internet site at  http://www.manchestermicroscopical.org.uk

PRESTON BIRD WATCHING AND NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY
Meetings at St. Mary’s Church Hall, Cop Lane, Penwortham. Further details from Steve
Halliwell 01772 705468, www.prestonsociety.co.uk

SADDLEWORTH NATURALISTS
All events listed are indoor meetings held at 7.30pm at the Brownhill Visitors’ Centre at
Dobcross.

NORTH WESTERN NATURALISTS’ UNION
Saturday 6 March : Annual General Meeting


