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Finding Elusive Grid
Reference Points

Stan Dobson, Moor Edge, Birch Vale,
High Peak, Derbyshire, SK22 1BX

If you are involved with data recording,
from time to time, casual records may be
made or sent to you where the exact grid
reference is not known and the relevant
map or GPS data may not be available or
inadequate.  Alternatively, someone may
give you a record from an address without
knowing the grid reference, but knowing
the post code.  These can be problems, but,
if internet access is available and particu-
larly if the place is in England, there is a
simple way of resolving them.
If you have not already done so, download
the latest version of Google Earth (see
‘Setting up’ below); this is a very impres-
sive program which gives a fairly detailed
view of all the country.  At the time of
writing, this is version 4.2, but earlier ver-
sions may behave similarly.  (Sadly, the
detailed views only appear to cover main-
land England; and the immediate adjoin-
ing areas of Wales and Scotland;
hopefully this will be rectified in later ver-
sions). Type in the name of the required
location such as a village or landmark, or a
postcode, and the picture will zoom in to
give a large aerial view of the relevant ar-
ea.  Zoom in further and move the map
until you are above the point of interest.
Keep moving in until you can identify the
exact location, which will be accurate to a
few metres or less, then set the pointer im-
mediately over the spot.  At the bottom of
the screen, you will see the coordinates of
the point in terms of latitude and longi-
tude.  Make a note of these (I find that
working with decimal latitude and longi-
tude is easier).

Unfortunately, Google Earth does not rec-
ognise grid references, (although it recog-
nises British post codes), so it is necessary
to do a conversion and a very convenient
website for this is given below.  This has
five parameters: Post Code, OS Grid, Lan-
dranger Grid, Lat/Long and MGrid.  Post
Code and Lat/Long are obvious; OS Grid
is the grid reference expressed as digital
eastings and northings, each to six digits;
Landranger Grid is the grid reference ex-
pressed as two letters followed by six dig-
its (the format we are most familiar with);
and I am not sure about MGrid (but I think
it is something to do with references on a
magnetic grid).  To use it, click on the
Lat/Long button, enter the latitude and
longitude, click on ‘Convert’, and all the
other values will be displayed.  If you are
working in Landranger format and want a
grid reference to more than six digits, the
extra digits can be read from the OS Grid
values.  If you are given a record with on-
ly the post code, Google Earth can be by-
passed and the grid reference obtained
directly from the conversion website.
This process can be used in reverse if you
have a record, together with the grid refer-
ence, and you are interested in knowing
what the habitat is like; simply enter the
grid reference into Google Earth, zoom in
and take a look.
Apart from recording data, this combina-
tion of Google Earth and the conversion
website is also useful if you need a post
code, provided that you know exactly
where the address is situated.  Simply find
the latitude and longitude and proceed as
above.
A few points to watch.
Many of the photographs on which Google
Earth is based seem to have been taken in
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bright sunshine early in the morning so that
tall objects such as buildings and trees cast
long dark shadows.  This can be a problem
if, for example, you are trying to find a
location on a path or a road in a wood.
Longitude values to the west of the Green-
wich meridian are negative, so do not for-
get the minus sign or you will probably
find that the grid reference is shown as
being in the North Sea!
Latitude/longitude coordinates are given
latitude first which is the opposite way
round to grid references where eastings
come before northings.
Setting up.
To download Google Earth go to
http://earth.google.com/download-
earth.html, click on ‘Agree and Down-
load’, then when you are invited to down-
load the installation file, click on ‘Save
File’.  The execution file will be download-
ed to your desktop; double-click on this
and Google Earth will be installed.
When Google Earth is running, to change
from degrees, minutes, seconds to decimal,
click on ‘Tools’, then ‘Options’, select the
‘3D View’ tab, then click on the ‘Decimal
Degrees’ button in the ‘Show Lat/Long
section.  To zoom in, there is a slider near
the top right-hand corner of the screen.
The conversion.website is
www.streetmap.co.uk/streetmap.dll?Grid
Convert

Let’s Learn From the
Plants!

A.V.  Smith, 1 Carr Meadow Cottages,
Glossop Road, Little Hayfield, High
Peak, SK22 2NR
This all started because the  Christmas quiz
which was devised for my local natural
history society required us to match the
word ‘synanthropic’ - (with man) in a hab-
itat list with an entry in a list of organisms
- in this case the correct answer was the
house spider.
I reflected upon other ‘-anthropics’; includ-
ing ‘misanthropic’. I had indicated to our
esteemed editor - who tries valiantly  to
find illuminating and edifying articles for
this journal - that I might try over Christ-
mas (which, mistakenly, is supposed to be
the season of good will to all men), that I
might produce something which was mis-
political. That it certainly is. Whether or
not it is misanthropic you must judge for
yourselves. I do not think that it is. I am
not: I swapped some 70 Christmas cards
with people who I like and esteem. But
people en masse are not the same thing at
all!
The other word that I came up with over
Christmas was ‘ETIOLATION’ which I
define, of plants, as excessive, usually line-
arly directed growth, without increase of
substance, in the absence of an external
source of energy (usually taken to be sun-
light). Useful growth (often measured as
increase in dry weight and reliant also upon
an external source of raw materials) can
only proceed if there is an available and in
this case external source of energy. If such
a source is not available for example, to
growing seedlings, then the development
of photo receptors and converters is point-

AGM
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less until it is. So the seedling is a poor,
pale thing and leaves appear as no more
than scales and all the plant’s activity is
directed to linear extension against gravity
as is normally the best strategy to find light.
But it is living ‘on tick’, or ‘on its hump’,
on the reserves which the parent plant had
carefully saved during its lifetime and
stored in the seed.
Should the strategy succeed, and if the
substrate is supportive, then growth of the
individual will proceed normally unless
there are many plants in competition. In
such cases case growth will be directed
towards best access to the light source and
this may involve brute force or perhaps
even chemical warfare. But many plant
species are well adapted to their environ-
ment – woodland plants, for example – get
their growing period over and done with
before the leaves from the over–arching
tree canopy reduce the amount of energy
available to them. Large and crowded pop-
ulations of single species are subject to
attack by parasites and also they may not
achieve their full potential growth without
access to supplementary sources of food
and nutrition.
Does all of this begin to sound familiar?
Plants are wonderful! By plants I mean all
those organisms which can feed them-
selves by utilisation of the sun• fs energy
to convert raw materials into substances
compatible with individual growth. This is
the extraordinary process of photosynthe-
sis. They are by this means enabled to grow
and to reproduce and thereby to effect
growth of the population of their own spe-
cies. They are autotrophs. By this I mean
primary and independent users of energy
and resources.
If we exclude those organisms which can
grow and reproduce by utilisation of other

sources of energy, such as chemical ener-
gy, then most of the rest of the organisms
on this planet are heterotrophs: that is ac-
cording to my definition they depend on
indirect sources of energy and are, by and
large, unable to utilise the prime source
(the sun) directly. Most animals are hetero-
trophs and, of those animals, man is the
only one to use energy and resources at a
rate which is way beyond the requirement
for individual and population growth. And
also way beyond the rate at which the re-
sources of this planet can be renewed.
The analogy between the present situation
of mankind and plant etiolation is obvious!
Man struggles for sources of energy suffi-
cient for his excessive needs and the great-
er the per capita demand in excess of
subsistence requirements, so will competi-
tion for resources become more fierce. De-
mand is for raw materials as well as for
energy and one such already in short sup-
ply is water. We are living way beyond our
resources. We are living ‘on tick’. The
signs are clear: not just shortages; global
warming is a consequence and an obvious
manifestation of the effect of our profliga-
cy but its prevention will not solve the
basic problem.
NO - and here is the most mispolitical bit -
the problem is that there are far too many
of us! We need to recognise that this poor
old world of ours is vastly overpopulated.
The sad thing is that the younger we are the
less likely are we to understand this - be-
cause the young have not had the experi-
ence of a less crowded (and a real) world.
And politicians are there to mislead us into
thinking that our circumstances are better
than they were and that our present life
style is sustainable. We need to recognise
that growth of the economic kind should be
calculated on a per capita basis, not as
GDP (very few of the more overcrowded
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developed nations are self sufficient in re-
sources and certainly not this one) - but
internationally. Some of us are greedier or
more selfish than others but we all want to
have what other people are getting or at the
very least maintain our present life style
and for the greater part of even a stable
world population that means a huge in-
crease in energy consumption.
And ‘biofuels’ are not the answer! Their
production is just as much dependent on
high energy input as conventional agricul-
ture. They require land and water and ener-
gy. And it does not take much imagination
to understand where these will be sourced
and who or what will be the losers. So-
called renewable sources of energy are
definitely of dubious value, have many
negative effects, represent in any case a
very inefficient use of resources and pay-
back times seem to me to be unduly opti-
mistic; but, worst of all, to me, is the inevi-
table consequence of degradation of natural
habitat.
And so my mispolitical conclusion is that
we need to reverse economic growth and,
beginning now and in the long term, drasti-
cally, reduce population. And as Natural-
ists, if we can not see this then we are not
living in the real world.
I am sure that James Lovelock is right: the
earth (his Gaia) should be treated as a liv-
ing organism: I suggest perhaps with the
lithosphere as a ‘seed-type’ and the bio-
sphere  as a ‘plant-type’, currently in a state
of etiolation because of the excessive num-
bers of man and his profligate use of re-
sources.
Let us learn from plants - after all they have
had a great deal longer (perhaps four mil-
lion times as long) experience of this earth
than we have!

The North West Slow-
Worm Hunt

David Orchard, 106 Thicketford Road,
Bolton, BL2 2LU

This is a project to raise awareness of slow-
worms and their habitats. It is a  partnership
project being coordinated by the Amphibi-
an and Reptile Group of South Lancashire
and the Lancashire Wildlife Trust. Slow-
worms are scarce in many parts of Britain,
but with your help we can find out more
about these elusive and enchanting animals!
Some slow-worm facts…
Slow-worms are completely harmless and
protected by law against killing and injur-
ing (as are all snakes and lizards).
They are sometimes found in compost
heaps and are helpful to the gardener as
their main food is small slugs.
Slow-worms can grow up to 50 cm long but
are more usually 30-40 cm in length.
They can live up to 30 years in the wild and
50 years in captivity!
It is thought that slow-worms reproduce
every other year. Unlike most lizards they
do not lay eggs, instead giving birth to
between 6 and 18 live young. The juveniles
start life approximately 5 cm long and take
3 years to reach maturity.
Predators of slow-worms include rats and
domestic cats. When attacked by a preda-
tor, slow-worms can shed their tail as a
defence mechanism and although this
quickly heals it never fully re-grows.
If you would like to find out more about the
conservation of amphibians and reptiles,
please see www.arguk.org or
www.herpconstrust.org.uk
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What does a slow-worm look like? At first
sight, you could be forgiven for thinking
that a slow-worm is a snake. However de-
spite the name a slow-worm is not slow,
nor is it a worm...in fact it is a legless
lizard. Slow-worms spend much of their
time underground where legs would be of
little use and so during the process of evo-
lution their legs have disappeared. Al-
though slow-worms resemble snakes, there
are a number of differences. In particular
slow-worms can shed their tail, they have
eyelids (not present in snakes) and a shiny
metallic appearance due to their small, pol-
ished scales. These small scales make the
animals smooth and silk-like to the touch.
Males
Males are a uniform colour and are various
shades of silver, copper or brown. Some
have small pale blue spots on the back.
Females
Females are generally a coppery brown
with black flanks (sides) and a fine black
stripe down the back.
Juveniles
Juveniles are pale gold with black flanks
and a thin stripe along their back - very
similar to the adult females. As the slow-
worms mature, the females retain these
markings whilst the males lose them.
Please tell us if you find a slow-worm!
Slow-worms spend much of their time un-
derground so are normally difficult to find.
The best places to find slow-worms are in
compost heaps or under old bits of wood,
carpet or tin lying on the ground in sunny
locations. If you are lucky, you may find a
slow-worm basking in an open sunny spot
in the early morning or late afternoon, but
this is unusual. Slow-worms are a priority
BAP (Biodiversity Action Plan) species,

which means that local authorities have a
responsibility to look after their slow-worm
sites and to think about slow-worms when
considering planning applications.
Unless we know about the presence of
slow-worms on a site a whole colony could
be lost, but if we know where they are we
are able to protect them.
If you find a slow-worm, please let us know
by completing the form which can be ob-
tained from the address at the top of this
article. Alternatively, please e-mail:
argsl@btinternet.com
If you have been lucky enough to see a
slow-worm in a compost heap, your infor-
mation would be useful to the national
slow-worm compost survey:
 www.narrs.org.uk/recordcompost.htm
Your records will be shared with the Na-
tional Biodiversity Network, though your
contact details will not be made public.

THE MANCHESTER
HERBARIUM 62

YEARS AGO
Erica Swale, 23 Pepys Way, Girton,

Cambridge, CB3 0PA
Barbara Porter's interesting article "The
Manchester Museum and Me" in The
Northwestern Naturalist, Vol. 9 No. 1, in
which she describes the Herbarium during
the last ten years made me recall my own
experiences of the Herbarium 62 years ago,
starting in 1946. My first visit to the
Museum was some years earlier when I
was a schoolgirl and went with my father to
a conversazione there. I was already
interested in animals of all kinds, and I
found the exhibits very exciting. The then
Assistant Keeper of Zoology, Miss
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Mariamne Legge, was a figure of awe to
me, and I was delighted with her
fascinating untidy room with a stuffed baby
elephant in one corner.
Years later, after leaving school early,
owing to ill health, I had private lessons in
biology from Mrs. Daisy Violet Sansome,
and when my guinea pig, Tawny, died she
said that her husband, Ron C. Sansome, the
curator of the Stockport Museum in
Vernon Park, would prepare the skull for
me, to add to my collection. At the museum
he showed me how to prepare skulls and
other bones, and how to prepare and mount
skins. He introduced me to Slack's
slaughter house in Stockport, where I
acquired cat and dog heads, from which I
prepared the skulls by boiling them down
in the kitchen at home. I also eagerly
collected various external and internal
parasites of cattle, sheep and horses which
I kept in jars of spirit in our cellar. I became
an informal assistant to Ron Sansome, who
taught me a great deal about museum work
and also introduced me to photography,
including developing and printing.
At the end of 1945 Ron applied
successfully for the post of Curator of
Peterborough Museum. Before he left in
early 1946 he went to see Mr. R.U. Sayce,
Keeper of Manchester Museum, to enquire
whether a position for me could be found as
a voluntary worker in one of the biological
departments. I accordingly started work at
the Museum in the spring of 1946. I was
sent at various times to three departments,
viz. to Entomology with Mr. Geoffrey
Kerrich, replacing naphthalene in dozens of
drawers of parasitic hymenoptera; to
Geology with Dr Michael Eager,
measuring fossil mussels and to the
Herbarium, where Mr. J. Grant Roger was
in charge (1944-1950). I took to botany

enthusiastically under Grant, who became a
friend until he died in 1997. Of middle
height, sandy haired and with a soft
Aberdonian accent, he went in for wide-
brimmed hats, and always wore green: a
greenish tweed jacket, green woolly tie,
green shirt, green corduroy trousers and
often suede shoes, unusual clothes in those
more formal times.
I took to Grants daytime habitat, the
Herbarium, immediately. His "office" was
in a small space between two long corridors
lined with cupboards which looked out on
to a flat area between their pitched roofs.
There was a sink with one brass cold water
tap and an old fashioned telephone on the
wall with a fixed mouthpiece and separate
earpiece. A bench under the windows, a
bookcase, two office-type armchairs and a
couple of stools completed the furnishings.
It was backed by a large free-standing
cupboard, but with open access on both
sides. Our usual access to the Herbarium
was by a spiral staircase, the bottom of
which was entered through an iron gate at
the level of the Whitworth Hall, itself
reached by a grand staircase. At each floor
there was a door from the spiral staircase, at
the fifth level leading into an empty room
characterised by the sound of drips coming
from the water tanks in the tower. This gave
access to one of the two long corridors and
to Grant’s "room". The spiral stair
continued up to a room used as a roost by
numerous pigeons. The floor was thick with
their droppings and was accordingly rather
smelly, but it was possible to get out from
there to a gallery with railings running
round the base of the tower. There was a
wonderful view from this over the whole of
Manchester and to the Pennine Hills. The
official entry to the Herbarium was through
a door at the far end of the other corridor.
This led off the research laboratory of the
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University Zoology Department, at the top
of the Beyer building: I gather that this
laboratory is now part of the Herbarium.
From Grant's cubby hole was a short
transverse passage with another free-
standing cupboard. The cupboards I think
housed the Bailey and Cosmo Melville
collections. At the end of this passage was
a Gothic window and a bench on which was
a large plant of Crassula ovata. The
window provided a splendid look-out over
the quadrangle. I used to have my lunch
there, and I once saw the venerable
Professor Lang, of  Rhynie chert fame,
walking across.
The atmosphere of the Herbarium in those
days was rather sleepy. As Grant was also a
member of the Botany Department staff he
spent part of his time over there, at that time
on the other side of the quadrangle, giving
lectures and practicals. He also delivered a
course of public evening lectures in the
autumn, at which I worked the projector,
with large black and white slides. Quite
often visitors penetrated up to the
Herbarium with plants to be identified and
other members of staff came over from the
department. Grant loved talking and his
conversation was always interesting. He
also spent much time in correspondence,
and occasionally took day trips to areas of
special botanical interest, accompanied by
me. I especially remember visits to Lathkill
Dale and the dune slacks at Freshfield on
the Lancashire coast.
I do not remember him working on the
collections, which remained quietly in their
folders. I was interested in Potamogetons,
and Grant helped me to identify and mount
them, using the big sink in the second
corridor. The plants were floated on to
mounting paper supported on a sheet of
perforated zinc and the water was drained
off slowly. I then labeled them and I

suppose they went into the general
collection.
For a few weeks a teenage boy, Stanley
Shaw, came from the labour exchange.
Grant gave him the task of re-mounting the
Charophytes, of which he made a good job.
He worked in a small bay off the main
corridor.
I spent a lot of time out and about in the
summer collecting plants, to learn them and
to supply the "flower table" down near the
main entrance of the Museum in the domain
of the two friendly porters, Messrs
Biddulph and Roberts. I carefully labeled
the plants, both wild and cultivated and set
them out in jam jars, which had to be kept
topped up with water. I also used to go by
bus to The Firs, the University Botanic
Garden in Fallowfleld, to fetch plants for
Grant's practical courses. This I enjoyed,
learning a great many new plants, and the
staff there were all friendly and helpful.
In October 1948 I started studying for an
Honours Botany Degree at Manchester, and
in 1951 Grant moved to the Nature
Conservancy office in Edinburgh, as
regional officer for N.E. Scotland (his heart
was always in the Highlands). I did not
know his successor, Dr Effie Rosser well,
and then I lost touch with the Herbarium.
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Volunteers needed for a
study into recent

declines in the Small
Tortoiseshell

Many people have noticed dramatically
reduced numbers of the Small
Tortoiseshell butterfly during the last two
summers. It is thought that Sturmia bella,
a parasitoid fly that has arrived recently in
the UK may be to blame. A new project
to investigate this is underway in
collaboration with researchers at the
University of Oxford.
We are now looking for volunteers to
help with this research by collecting and
rearing Small Tortoiseshell and Peacock
caterpillars to assess levels of parasitism.
Sturmia bella was not recorded in Britain
until 1999, but has since spread across
southern England and Wales. It lays its
eggs on foliage close to feeding
caterpillars, which unwittingly consume
them. The eggs hatch and develop within
the caterpillars as they grow, ultimately
killing the host. In Britain, there have
been records of the parasitoids attacking

both Small Tortoiseshell and Peacock
larvae, as well as some records of
emergences from other nymphalids. We
are asking volunteers to collect batches
of up to 30 wild larvae of Small
Tortoiseshell and Peacock butterflies this
summer, and to rear them to determine
how many die from parasitism.
Emerging butterflies can be released into
the wild, and any emerging parasitoid
pupae should be sent to us for
identification.
We are hoping to collect data from as
many localities as possible across the
UK, and we will be linking information
on the frequency of parasitism from
Sturmia bella and other parasitoids to
information from the UK Butterfly
Monitoring Scheme on trends in
butterfly population sizes. If you are
interested in taking part, please check out
the instructions and details on the web at
http://users.ox.ac.uk/~scat3369/ or
contact Dr Owen Lewis
(owen.lewis@zoo.ox.ac.uk) at the
Department of Zoology, University of
Oxford, South Parks Road, Oxford OX1
3PS.

SOCIETY DIARY
CHEADLE HULME & BRAMHALL NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY
Indoor meetings are held in St. Michael's Church Hall, St. Michael's Avenue, Bramhall,
Stockport at 7.30pm unless otherwise indicated
Thursday 18 September : Alpamayo – the most beautiful mountain in the world
Paul Hindle
Thursday 16 October : Medicinal & Culinary Uses of Herbs & Flowers
Brian Barnes
Thursday 20 November : Global Warming
David Bielawski
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Thursday 11 December : Working with Rescued Chimpanzees
Kathleen Edwards
Thursday 15 January 2009 : Wildlife on Runway 2
Tim Walmsley
Thursday 19 February : AGM (7.15pm) + The Natural History of Chios
Michael Taylor
Thursday 5 March :      Hot Pot Supper
Thursday19 March : Urban Wildlife
Brian Halworth
Thursday16 April : Nature on our Doorstep
Tony Pioli
ALTRINCHAM AND DISTRICT NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY
Except where otherwise stated, all indoor meetings will be held at Bowdon Parish
Centre, Stamford Road, Bowdon and will be timed approximately as follows: 7.30,
informal gathering, ** 7.45pm lecture, 9.15pm tea and chat.
All excursions leave from the public car park, Cecil Road, Hale (behind supermarket) at
the times indicated. If you intend to join the excursion please give three days notice to
the leader. Food and drink for the day and suitable footwear is advisable.
Please note; dogs are not allowed on reserves.
Saturday July 19 : Millers Dale for carboniferous limestone flowers
9.30 a.m. Full Day excursion : Contact: 0161-980-8645
Tuesday July 22 : Annual Barbecue
Details from Committee
Tuesday 23 September: Plant Names and Lore
Illustrated Lecture by Jack Smith.
Tuesday 14 October: The Armchair Naturalist
Illustrated lecture by Ken Green
Tuesday 28 October: The Country Diary of a Stretford Lady
Illustrated lecture by Margaret McCormick
Tuesday 4 November: Bonfire and Social with Firework Display.
To include a Bring & Buy sale and a raffle. Details from Committee. Limited Numbers
Tuesday 11 November: Antarctica
Illustrated lecture by Margaret Ledger
Tuesday 25 November: Wild Wings and Wanderings
Illustrated lecture by Clifford Reyes
Tuesday 9 December: Bird Habitats of the Pennines and Scotland
Film Show with Gordon Yates
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Saturday 13 December**: Annual Christmas Walk and Pub Lunch
Details from the Committee
2009
Tuesday 13 January: The Cape and Beyond
Illustrated Lecture by Marion Bray
Saturday 24 January: New Year Dinner
Details from the Committee
Tuesday 27 January**: Phil Newton Memorial Lecture - 'Flowers of Bhutan'
Illustrated Lecture by Sheena Hesketh
Tuesday 10 February: Galapagos
Illustrated Lecture by Brian Dyke
Tuesday 24 February: Dunham, 30 years ago
Illustrated Lecture by Liz Blackman
Tuesday 3 March: Social/Supper & Bring and Buy
Details from the Committee. Limited numbers.
Illustrated Lecture by Brian Dyke
Tuesday 10 March: Close Encounters
Illustrated Lecture by John and Margaret Sixsmith
Tuesday 24 March**: Annual General Meeting
With a short slide show to conclude the evening. Exhibits of natural history are
welcome. The supplementary Spring/Summer programme Will be available at this
meeting.
Saturday 4 April: Ploughmans Lunch
Details from the Committee
Tuesday 14 April: A Pocketful of Posies
Illustrated Lecture by Ann Metcalfe
Tuesday 12 May: To be announced
Saturday 27 June: Loggerheads, Clwyd
NB 9.30 a.m. start. A full day excursion for Limestone Plants. Contact 0161 980 8645
Saturday 18 July: Venue to be announced
A full day excursion
Tuesday 21 July: Annual Barbecue
Deatils from the Committee
Tuesday 22 September: First indoor meeting
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NORTHWESTERN NATURALISTS' UNION - BRYOPHYTE AND LICHENS
SECTION
All meetings on Saturdays, starting at 10.30 am ( except 10 May and 13 Sept., 11.00
am). Bring food and clothing adequate for a full day in rough country and bad weather.
Please check with section secretary (John Lowell - 0161 485 6892) a day or so before
the meeting, in case of cancellation or changes. "Beginners" are welcome any ANY
meeting, but especially so at those marked * , which will cater particularly for them.
Saturday 26 July : Dale Head, Edale.
Park Barber Booth SK106.846 Leader Joan Egan.
Saturday 23 August : Naden.
Park at top of Woodhouse Lane, SD861.162. Leaders Alan and Norman Bamforth.
Saturday 13 September : Grizedale.
Park Grizedale Bridge, SD535490. Leader Des Callaghan.
Saturday 4 October : Manifold Valley.
Park roadside, Ecton, SK097.586. Leader Martha Newton
Saturday 1 November : Goyt Valley.
Car Park SK012.748. Leaders Alan and Norman Bamforth
Saturday 6 December : Helsby?
Details to be arranged.
Saturday 10 January 2009 : Meeting to plan 2009 field trips
Section Secretary John Lowell 0161 485 6892
LIVERPOOL BOTANICAL SOCIETY
Indoor meetings will be held at the Clore Natural History Centre, World Museum
Liverpool, William Brown Street.
Members are advised to check with meeting leaders or Wendy Atkinson for further
information regarding field trips, and the possibility of car sharing for the Downham
and Bowland meetings. Please wear suitable footwear and waterproof clothing for
meetings and bring a packed lunch.
Field meetings, indicated **, have been organised by the Merseyside Naturalists
Association who have kindly invited LBS members to join them.
Members are advised to check with meeting leaders or Wendy Atkinson for further
information regarding field trips, and the possibility of car sharing for the Marbury
meeting.  Please wear suitable footwear and waterproof clothing for meetings and bring
a packed lunch.
Saturday**5 July: Penmon Point/South Stack
Leader - David Bryant (Tel: 0151 523 5240)
Coach fare £20, pick-up points: 8.15 William Brown Street, 8.30 Woodside (Canning
Street), 8.45 Bromborough Village.  Please book in advance.
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Saturday 26 July: Sankey Canal/Mucky Mountains
Leader – Peter Gateley (Tel: 07719 041351)
09.18 Warrington Bank Quay train from Lime Street station. Alight at Earlestown
station 09.51, [SJ 579 952].
Saturday**16 August: Highfield Moss
Leader – David Bryant/Chris Felton.
09.48 Stalybridge train from Lime Street, alight at Newton-le-Willows at 10.23, (SJ
593 953).
Saturday 6 September: Calderstones, Tree Trail
Leader – Maria Knowles (Tel: 01744 23322)
09.55am train from Lime Street arriving at Mossley Hill at 10.04am, for car transfer
to free Car Park at SJ405878.
Saturday 18 October: Eastham Woods
Leader – Steve Cross (Tel: 0151 478 4286 or 0151 920 5718)
09.00 Chester train from Central Station. Alight at Eastham Rake station 09.25, (SJ
347 793). Cars meet 9.30 at Eastham Country Park car park at SJ 363 818.
ROCHDALE FIELD NATURALISTS’ SOCIETY
Indoor meetings are at Cutgate Baptist Church, Edenfield Road, Rochdale.
Charges -  Members £1.00, Non-members £2.00.
Saturday 12 July : Spotborough and Denby Ings, Yorkshire Coach Trip
P Waddington / A Cross
Saturday 26 July : Moorgate Quarry, Uppermill Car Trip
H Bibby / M Mitchell
Saturday 9 August : Smardale, Cumbria Coach Trip
B Tweedale
Saturday 30 August : Syke Car Trip
A Ternent
Saturday 13 September : Blacktoft Sands/Fairburn Ings, Yorkshire Coach Trip
P and B Waddington
Saturday 27 September : Carr Wood Car Trip
K Sutton
Saturday 11 October : Spurn Point, Humberside Coach Trip
J Taylor
Saturday 25 October : Sabden Circular Car Trip
E and D Clutterbuck
PRESTON BIRD WATCHING AND NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY
Monday 29 September :  Penguin Safari to the Falklands
Peter Kirk
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Monday 6 October : A History of British Mammals
Dr. Derek Yalden

Monday 13 October : Life and Colour in our Northern Coastal Waters
Ron Crosby

Monday 20 October : Man & the Natural Environment
Tony Robinson

Monday 3 November :  Don’t fall into the Trap - The Confusing Story of Chinese & Japanese
Pitcher Plants
Martin Ashworth

Monday 10 November :  Birds of the Island of Goa
Chris Galvin

Monday 17 November : Consider the Lilies of the Field
David Earl

Monday 24 November : Wildsnaps
Phillip Tomkinson

Monday 1 December : Bird Habitats of the Pennines & Scotland
Gordon Yates

Monday 8 December :  Gravel to Grebes
Sophie Leadsom

Monday 15 December :  Member’s Evening
Bring your own slides & digital images.
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