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THE INTRIGUES OF
SEED DISPERSAL

Margaret Brown, 157 Urmston Lane,
Stretford, Manchester, M32 9EH
Seed dispersal is an intriguing process. The
plants themselves do little to directly aid
this but the methods are sometimes very
cunning.
The snowstorm that descended on my gar-
den just was never real. My house used to
look out onto the Mersey Valley and one
arid summer the dried grasses in the fields
caught fire and later Rose-bay (Epilobium
augustifolium) splashed into beautiful pink
across the valley. Soon their snowy seeds
(right) drifted around and choked all the
plants in my garden. The blackberries were
coated to such an extent it was useless to
collect them. Bess Harthan who was a very
expert artist produced a painting of Rose-
bay after it had flowered showing the many
colours of its autumn leaves. It was my
favourite of all her many pictures.
When I worked in Trafford Park a friend
and I discovered a hidden plot of blackber-
ries (Rubus fruiticosus sp.) The fruit was so
perfect and a good size I thought the origi-
nal seeds may have come via the birds from
the kitchen gardens once cultivated at Traf-
ford Hall. Even the daffodils according to
Richard Buxton once bloomed in Trafford
Park, which eventually became so industri-
al, and still is mainly concrete and build-
ings. There are however attempts to create
pockets of wildlife there. The blackberries
we found had ideal conditions: heat from
the nearby power station (now disused),
fertilisation from the many rabbits scam-
pering around; and a good insecticide from
the sulphurous emissions from the facto-

ries. Alas there is now a car park on the site
but I do hope the rabbits found a new home.
I have despaired that I cannot eradicate
Cleavers (Galium aparine) from my gar-
den. It appears everywhere but I have
found the reason. Its sticky seeds are being
spread by the many cats which invade my
garden and I too find that the seeds adhere
to my garden gloves so I am guilty as well.

One day I found `feathers' growing out of
the lawn. I had no idea what they were and
the mower soon eradicated them. I only
discovered a year later that they were the
seeds of a feather grass (Stipa)  growing
nearby. What an intriguing method of prop-
agation they have, with their corkscrew
base they burrow into the ground assisted
by the wind blown feathers which are not
just an attractive feature.
I have never been able to grow mistletoe
(Viscum album) and I understand the seeds
need to pass through the gut of birds before
they will germinate. I am still waiting for
this to happen although it is unlikely as the
nearest mistletoe bearing tree is in the Par-
sonage Gardens in Didsbury, which is too
far from Stretford.
We all enjoy tapping Himalayan Balsam
(Impatiens gladulifera) to hear the seed
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head pop. The bees enjoy this plant so
much it is not surprising it spreads so well.
Many plants just need to drop their seeds
but this balsam must need to extend its
range maybe because if the seeds fell
straight down they would have a struggle to
germinate in the tangle of roots of the bal-
sam. Sycamore seeds (Acer pseudoplanta-
nus) have wings but I doubt if they can
twizzle as far as the balsam.
Travellers Joy (Clematis vitalba) climbs up
something for support and needs assistance
to disperse its seed heads. Many creatures
will brush against its hairy plumes and
carry them away. Seeds (below) of Hones-
ty (Lunaria annua) have to wait until the

membrane has been blown away before
they can disperse unless someone eager to
use the attractive seed heads for flower
arranging has rubbed away the thin outer
skin to reveal the silvery lining with the
seeds attached.
I used to make elderberry wine, now it is
only the syrup that I make because the wine
was so much more trouble and took two
years to mature. I used to watch my tree
Sambucus nigra develop its dark berries
and planned to use them the next day. The
birds chose the day before to have their
elderberry feast of the year and stripped the
tree. That is why you usually see a tree

loaded with berries or a tree with stalks
only. Whether the birds actually swallow
the seeds or spit them out because they are
surrounded by a very bitter jelly I may
never know. The Elder is a tree which has
many varieties and I have seen eleven of
them in a large garden in Northumberland
where the staff  were unaware they had a
collection. There are at least seventeen
different  elders and every part of the tree
has a medicinal use.
An attractive yellow pea like flower which
I could not identify appeared in my garden.
Audrey Franks another expert botanist
knew it immediately.
It was a Peanut (Arachis hypqgea) brought
in by the many squirrels around. The pea-
nut has a very strange life cycle and the
flowers which are self-pollinating only last
a day. About four days after flowering a
stem will grow from the flower and a pod
will turn down into the soil and the nut
forms several inches below ground.
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Gardeners have become very expert in
cross- pollination but I consider the primu-
la family to be most successful in hybridis-
ing without any assistance. They change
colour and form one year and the next
change again. I would hesitate to give a
name to any of mine and in 2007 they
flowered all winter. Whether this constant
mild weather will affect the seeds generally
will eventually be revealed as some seeds
do benefit from a cold spell just as some
require to be smoked before they will ger-
minate.
I have spent many happy hours watching
the bees easing themselves into the fox-
gloves (Digitalis purpurea) and if the flow-
ers have already visited they do not enter.
How clever to realise the plant has been
visited and is it due to lack of pollen or can
they sense something has been before. If
you insert a finder in a foxglove you have
to make a wish.
And finally there is the humble dandelion
(Taraxacum sp) - not so simple really as
there are hundreds of varieties and they

are all prolific
seeders. To a
gardener their
descending para-
chutes give no
pleasure as dan-
delions must be
the most persis-
tent weeds we
have. If you only
leave a small
portion of root in
the ground it will

sprout again. The Rose-bay Willow-herb
though wins for density of seeds. The
snowstorms on the meadows have ceased
as there are very few plants there now.
Maybe we need another fire?

MY FAVOURITE
FLOWER

My wife Olive and myself when we first
started “WiId Flowering” joined both the
Wild Flower Society (WFS) and the Botan-
ical Society of the British Isles (BSBI). The
WFS particularly encourage members to
make a cumulative list through their WFS
Diary and over the years the list has steadi-
ly grown to the 1,600’s so there have been
many opportunities to pick out a flower that
has impressed me more than others.
On a number of occasions on Field Meet-
ings the question arose; “What’s your fa-
vourite flower”?  Answers from other
members varied from rarities to beauties,
but for me  there has always been one
particular flower that has stuck from a very
young age.  It is Scarlet Pimpernel, Ana-
gallis arvensis.
My Dad was a travelling salesman selling
stationary.  I only remember going out with
him once with his work and it must have
been in early – mid 1930’s when he was
asked to go to a brickworks by the side of
the River Mersey  probably Didsbury way.
As we walked along by the river I picked
flowers to take home for my Mum and I
remember my Dad telling me the name of
one in particular.  When we reached the
brickworks which I remember being told
was one of the most up to date of its kind I
was interested to see the brick making be-
ing done just a few feet away from the
riverside path, I can still recollect the proc-
ess.  I could have stayed all day watching!
Dad went through a door leading to the
office asking the operator, “If he would
keep an eye on me”.
I remember distinctly getting home and
giving the flowers to Mum and proudly
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showing her one called Scarlet Pimpernel
which has roots on it and which I was going
to plant in the garden.   Well I did plant it
in our little back yard garden and it sur-
vived for many, many years afterwards.
Not surprising now that among the many
garden plants and weeds in my garden to-
day you will find a small patch of my
favourite flower which resists all my weed-
ing throughout the year and which at the
moment towards the end of October is
competing with the Blue Lobelia at the
front of a  rose bed. The weeding is of
course made very selectively leaving
enough shoots with seed pods to ensure
another crop for coming years.
Eric Kearns, Lyme  Natural History
Recording Group.

Have you got a story about
your favourite flower?  Please

let us hear it.

frequent and a few plants of Hard Shield-
fern were also found.
Other noteworthy plants included Bird
Cherry, Bugle, Hairy Wood-rush, Yellow
Pimpernel and Sanicle. The woodland
slopes were carpeted with Bluebell which
would have been splendid to see in bloom
later in the month.
To the west of the river there were wet
woodland habitats with locally abundant
Marsh Marigold, Large Bitter-cress, Giant
Horsetail, Lesser Pond-sedge and frequent
Guelder-rose.
Snowdrops were extensively naturalised
and we also found some established bushes
of Mountain Currant. The woodland
understorey included two noteworthy
brambles, Rubus griffithianus and a
localised un-described endemic known as
the Inglewhite Bramble.
28 April - Sunbank Wood
At the start of our walk we looked at a
flowering bush of Kerria which has been
established here for at least 25 years. We
did not spot any plants of London-pride on
a nearby wooded bank but instead enjoyed
watching a family of baby rats peeking out
of their burrows.
Along the sides of the woodland track we
admired Town-hall Clock, Wood
Anemone, Lords-and-ladies, Wood-sedge,
Wood Melick, Bluebells, Yellow
Archangel and the localised population of
Goldilocks Buttercup. On the slopes below
the track Large Bitter-cress, Pendulous
Sedge and Ramsons were locally abundant.
Most of us ventured down to the stream to
see Wood Speedwell, Woodruff, Opposite-
leaved Golden-saxifrage and the small
population of Alternative-leaved Golden-
saxifrage.

North Western
Naturalists’ Union

Vascular Plant Section
Report 2007 (part 1)

7 April - Brock Mill Woods
A most delightful spring walk through
woodlands by the River Brock. We soon
found both Alternate-leaved Golden-
saxifrage and Opposite-leaved Golden-
saxifrage along the riverbanks as well as
Ramsons, Lesser Celandine, Greater
Stitchwort, Common Dog-violet, Wood
Anemone, Dog's Mercury, Wood
Speedwell, Barren Strawberry, Pignut,
Great Wood-rush, Butterbur and Wood-
sorrel. Wood Chickweed was locally
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We walked through the meadows by the
Bollin to Pigley Stairs finding Lady’s
Mantle (Alchemilla xanthochlora) and
Lady's Smock in flower. Plants of Pink
Purslane were established below the
footbridge and we also found Greater
Chickweed along the riverbanks.
Unfortunately although a good search was
carried out at two Meadow Saxifrage sites
no plants of were found.
After lunch we moved on to Arthur’s
Wood, Oversley Ford where the woodland
spring flowers were also in bloom.
Additional plants seen here included
Primroses, Yellow Pimpernel, Three-
nerved Sandwort, Hard Fern and Great
Wood-rush. The woodland had been
planted with ornamental trees and shrubs in
the past including Beech, Norway Maple,
Cherry Laurel, Corsican Pine and a species
of Redwood. Salmonberry is well
established along the riverbanks. The Irish
Ivy is now locally very abundant in the
woodland with the native ground flora
being almost completely wiped out where
this plant occurs.
Finally we continued along the riverbanks
towards Styal in order to see the good
colonies of Hard Shield-fern that occur on
the steep wooded slopes on the opposite
side of the river before returning to
Oversley Ford back through Arthur’s
Wood.
12 May - Downham (held jointly with the
Liverpool Botanical Society).
At Downham village we admired the long
established plants of Fairy Foxglove
growing on a village garden wall and were
surprised to find another exotic the
American Speedwell growing in a nearby
flowerbed, a new record for SD74.

At Fairy Hills we located a few plants of
Limestone Bedstraw a plant that is rare in
South Lancashire.
After lunch we explored the Ings Beck
Valley where notable plants included
Green Figwort, Bitter Vetchling and a nice
population of Marsh Valerian.
Along the Special Roadside Verge section
of Twiston Lane we found Greater Burnet-
saxifrage, Sanicle and Wood Crane's-bill.
On our way along the lane to the village
were Hybrid Hawthorn, native Field
Maple, Guelder-rose, Giant Bellflower,
Bird Cherry and locally abundant
Goldilocks Buttercup.
A more extensive report is given on the
Liverpool Botanical Society website.
16 June - Peak Forest Canal & Goyt
Valley, Strines
On a morning that involved driving through
torrential rain I was surprised to find that
the weather improved on my arrival at
Marple Ridge. Walking down the old track
to the canal a few bushes of Rubus calvatus
were found, this being a first record for
SJ98 since 2000. From here the walk
continued along the Peak Forest Canal to
New Mills.
The marginal vegetation of the canal
included Marsh Woundwort, Great Water
Dock, Greater Tussock-sedge, Water
Forget-me-not, Reed Sweet-grass,
Skullcap, Yellow Flag, Wild Angelica,
Meadowsweet, Gipsywort, Water Mint and
established plants of Monkey-flower.
Along the woodland edges and hedgerows
Giant Horsetail, Wood Melick, Wild
Strawberry, Upright Hedge-parsley,
Guelder-rose and Three-nerved Sandwort
were found. The bramble flora included
Rubus warrenii, R. distractiformis, R.
painteri, R. hylocharis and R. amplificatus.
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The adjoining grasslands were also of
interest with Quaking-grass, Yellow Oat-
grass, Mouse-ear-hawkweed, Oxeye Daisy,
Zigzag Clover, Common Spotted-orchid,
Rough Hawkbit, Ragged Robin and Rubus
accrescens being recorded
A strip of recently sown ground by the
canal yielded a crop of adventives that
included Prickly Lettuce, Lesser Swine's
Cress, Hoary Mustard, Eastern Rocket and
Opium Poppy.
After lunch a track down through the mills
towards the River Goyt provided records
for a few naturalised plants such as Bullate
Cotoneaster, Pink Snowberry and Rubus
cissburiensis. Unfortunately the footbridge
over the Goyt was closed so the return
journey was made back along the canal.
21 July - Beacon Country Park
The objective here was to study the genus
Rubus. Brambles along the woodland
tracks included the widespread and
common species R. lindleianus, R.
dasyphyllus and R. tuberculatus as well as
R. bartonii, R. hylocharis, R. newbouldii,
R, polyanthemus and R. robiae. A
speciality of the West Lancashire district R.
subtercanens was abundant whilst the
regional endemic R. painteri was frequent.
We also managed to find R. rubritinctus
which is a localised species in South
Lancashire.
As the weather worsened we moved on
after lunch to the Sankey Valley below
Carr Mill. Additional brambles seen here
were R. cissburiensis, R. rufescens, R.
questieri and R. macrophyllus; the latter at
the only known site for South Lancashire.
We also noted the woodland flora that
included Wood-sedge, Bearded Couch,
Giant Fescue, Opposite-leaved Golden-
saxifrage and Wood Speedwell. Curly

Waterweed (Lagarosiphon major) was
established in a recently created pond. We
eventually gave up as the weather closed in
but stopped to admire the abundance of
Greater Burnet-saxifrage in the grasslands
on the way back to the car park.
David Earl

North Western
Naturalists’ Union

Bryophyte and Lichens
Section Report 2007

The season was off to a good start with
Audrey Locksley’s  trip to Sale water park
where we pleased to see a good variety of
epiphytes in the woodland on the Cheshire
side. Later, in Lancashire, we found a fine
flora on concrete by the Mersey, including
Tortula latifolia, scarce in the area in this
canonical habitat.
In the following month we visited Bradford
Dale where Martha Newton showed us a
wide selection of calcicoles; we were struck
by the relative scarcity of such species as
Ctenidium molluscum and Tortella
tortuosa, which Tony Smith suggested, at
his April meeting at Ludworth, as possibly
resulting from impurities in the limestone.
At Ludworth we encountered a range of
habitats including moorland mires,
sandstone and woodland, with a range of
largely acid species.
Jim Adams and Wendy Nelson took us
back to limestone again in May; we visited
a very fine reserve at Latterbarrow, and saw
many species unfamiliar to us in the south,
including Entodon concinnus,
Pleurochaete squarrosa and Marchesinia
mackaii.
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Des Callaghans June meeting at Mere
Sands Wood was a new venture in that it
was advertised as aimed particularly at
beginners and interested non-bryologists,
and we were pleased that a couple of local
people joined us. We were able to visit
previously unrecorded sections of the
reserve and add several species of
Sphagnum and a range of epiphytes to the
list.
In July Mike Walton led a meeting to
Limekiln Wood, a Cheshire WLT reserve.
The woodland was very dense and the
range of species consequently restricted;
nevertheless, more than 40 species were
recorded, including Dicranum majus and
Plagiothecium curvifolium, present in
abundance.
Joan Egan led the meeting to Kings
Sterndale, where the Churchyard yielded a
wide variety of limestone species and,
more surprisingly, a luxurious colony of
Rhytidiadelphus loreus. The nearby dale
gave us more, including Taxiphyllum
wissgrillii, Jungermannia atrovirens,
Mnium stellare and Rhynchostegiella
tenella.
 Alan and Norman Bamforth’s September
visit to Torside was especially rewarding,
notable species including Mylia tayloria,
Kurzia trichoclados, Discelium nudum, and
Racomitrium aquaticum. Tom Blockeel
was especially pleased with Dicranella
subulata, the second record for Derbyshire.
Martha Newton’s October outing to
Haslingden, on which we were pleased to
see two newcomers, gave an exceptionally
wide range of acidophile species on the
reservoir walls and streamsides with a few
basophiles such as Pellia endiviifolia on the
coal measure shales, which also yielded
Jungermannia pumila, a fine display of

Pohlia wahlenbergii and a good clump of
Hookeria lucens. The most notable finds
were Racomitrium ericoides on the
reservoir masonry and Conecepahlum
salebrosum, both with only two or three
recent records in VC59.
At Easden Clough in November we battled
with incessant rain. However we were
rewarded by a good range of bryophytes
including Sphagnum girgensohnii and
Blasia pusilla, both scarce plants in VC59,
as well as Discelium nudum and Weissia
contraversa. At the end of the day we
made a detour to the feeder of Clough
Bottom Reservoir, which flows through a
narrow rocky clough. Here there were
large colonies of Riccardia chamaedrifolia
and Fissidens adianthoides, and cascades
of Sphagnum denticulatum on the flushed
rock. Blindia acuta, another locally scarce
species, was present in considerable
quantity.
Only four of us braved a very cold day for
the Bamforth’s trip to Strines. The
masonry and wall of the old (almost
drained) reservoir proved to be of
considerable interest, most notably for
widespread Climacium dendroides;
Hylocomium splendens and Thudium
tamariscinum were less unexpected but
good to see, and there was an excellent
colony of Scapania irrigua, abundantly
gemmiferous. The epiphytes were less
impressive than we have come to expect in
Lancashire, though we did see
Orthotrichum affine, Frullania dilata,
Metzgeria furcata and M.fruticulosa, as
well as a tiny (unconfirmed) colony of
Microlejeunea ulcina.
John Lowell
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non-Carex Cyperaceae is clearly an
obvious change but the addition of
Saltmarsh sedge (Carex salina), a species
only discovered in Britain in 2004 reflect
the dynamic nature of the British flora.
Other changes are a little more subtle. The
illustrations are largely redrawn, Robin
Walls doing an excellent job. The
ecological accounts outline the particular
NVC communities where a species occurs.
Taxonomic treatment is up to date (Carex
leporina anyone ?). Indeed the
incorporation of recent work is one of the
pleasing points of the book. Often
taxonomy is perceived as rooted in the
Victorian age. A glance at the bibliography
will show that it is a modern dynamic
discipline. Possibly the most contentious
feature is the inclusion of the hybrids. To
the more experienced botanist their
inclusion will serve as a consciousness
raising device that is likely to lead to a
welcome increase in their recording. By
comparison, for those starting to learn
sedge identification (and this book is
typically the first port of call) a seemingly
difficult task is made even more forbidding
by the presence of extensive numbers of
hybrids. Thankfully hybrids are relatively
rare and can virtually be ignored by the
beginner until confidence is gained.
The book will be welcomed by British
botanists and some further afield as well. It
combines concision, clarity and accuracy-
essential features for field guides. Despite
the increase in size it is still portable. It also
manages to include, in the occasional more
expansive moment, areas of suitable
further research. This is reassuring. Despite
having the most heavily botanised flora on
earth there are still many questions to be
addressed of the British and Irish.
Hopefully the book will inspire many more

BOOK REVIEW
Sedges of the British Isles by Jermy, AC.
Simpson, DA. Foley, MJY. Porter, MS
published by BSBI.
The Sedges of the British Isles has been the
best selling of the BSBI's many handbooks
and this new edition has been long awaited.
The 2nd edition, published in 1982, was
beginning to show its age in some areas.
Although the title lists this as the third
edition, in truth it is virtually a new book.
While the familiar orange cover remains,
the content within has been extensively
rewritten with a new team of authors, only
Clive Jermy remaining from the previous
triumvirate. It has also been considerably
expanded in size. Whereas earlier editions
only included Carex, this time all British
and Irish Cyperaceae are included.
Moreover full details are also given of
confirmed hybrids. As previously the
species entries include description of
structure, outline of ecology and
distribution and identification tips for
separating between similar species.
Introductory chapters on structure,
classification, ecology and hybridisation
are followed by keys to both flowering and
vegetative specimens before the main
accounts are presented. The book closes
with a useful glossary, extensive
bibliography and indices to English and
Latin names.
This will all seem very familiar to those
who have the previous edition, so what is
new ? The most obvious change is in the
maps and the coverage of the species. The
maps are presented alongside the account
for each species. They are not simply
reprints of those included in the New Atlas
(2000) but incorporate distribution data
carried out since then. The inclusion of the



Page No. 10

to take up the study of these marvellous
understated plants and the bibliography of
the 4th edition will be even more packed
with modern research.
Paul Ashton

DVD REVIEW
British Ferns Clubmosses, Quillworts and
Horsetails, by James Merryweather
For computer requirements and purchasing
see www.merryweather.me.uk Current
price £15
 This is a bargain for anyone who has a
computer and the slightest interest in ferns.
If you are a beginner confused by
references to pinnae, pinnules, bipinnate,
tripinnate and so forth, you will find all
these terms explained clearly and
beautifully illustrated by photographs. If
you are quite knowledgeable but still have
problems recognising Dryopteris oreades
or distinguishing the Polypodies you will
find this DVD immensely helpful: the
excellent photographs illustrate not only
the general habit of the species but typical
habitats and the critical details. Or if your
interest does not go beyond looking at a lot
of excellent photographs of these plants
(and I mean a lot) the DVD is worth its
price just for that.
There are several sections (which can be
viewed independently), including a
checklist of all British species; illustrated
information about evolution and anatomy
(containing for example, a very full
account of the two kinds of rhizome, so
important when using keys); a huge
collection of photographs of individual
species, their details and typical habitats
and a section on ferns in winter which as far

as I am aware has no parallel in any other
publication.
The chief advantage of a DVD over a book
is its huge capacity for information. This
publication must contain many hundreds of
photographs: typically, each species has
two or three "habitat" shots, several "habit"
shots of the whole plant, and a considerable
number of close-ups of the details of (for
example) ripe and unripe sori and the
toothing of pinnules. These close-up shots
are particularly valuable; there are many
photographs of ferns available in various
books but these are often frustrating in that
one most needs to know is not shown or is
not clear. In all the species I have sampled
on this DVD the "key" characters are there
and very clearly displayed. In a number of
cases easily confused species are shown
side by side with the critical differences
indicated.
The DVD can be viewed directly from the
DVD drive, or installed on the computer.
The second method is said to be quicker but
I have not tried it, finding the former quite
satisfactory. It consists of a huge number of
"slides" which are viewed as a Microsoft
Powerpoint presentation; I found it a bit
obscure at first, being completely
unfamiliar with Powerpoint, but it is a very
intuitive program and one quickly gets the
hang of it with a bit of trial and error and
there is a help file to sort out any problems.
The DVD represents an ongoing project,
and there are references to slides which do
not yet exist ("greyed out" on the menus).
If you install it you can add updates as they
become available (free of charge). I hope
that these will eventually include slides of
hybrids - their absence from the current
disk is one of its very few limitations.
It should be emphasised here (as
Merryweather does on the disk) that this is
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NOT meant to be in itself an identification
guide; the dangerous practice of identifying
plants from photographs is not encouraged!
It is intended for use in conjunction with
keys and texts which specify the critical
features (eg Merryweather's AIDGAP key
available from the Field Studies Council).
For anyone who is not vastly experienced,
however, the photographs will solve many
problems encountered in using keys, and
greatly increase ones confidence in the
conclusions reached from them.
John Lowell

NWNU A.G.M.
The Annual General Meeting will be held
at 2.00 p.m. in the Group Room, Clore
Natural History Centre, World Museum,
Liverpool on Saturday 8 March 2008.
The meeting will be followed by a talk
entitled ‘Bessie’s Country Diary; The
Extraordinary Life of a Stretford Lady’
by Margaret McCormick.
Members might like to note that a talk for
Liverpool Botanical Society by Peter
Gateley entitled: ‘British Arctic-Alpine
Plants… catch them while we still have
them?’ will be held in the Clore Natural
History Centre at the museum at 11.00
a.m. on that day. All are welcome to
attend the talk.
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SOCIETY DIARY
ACCRINGTON NATURALISTS' AND ANTIQUARIANS' SOCIETY
Meetings start at 2.30 pm at Antley Methodists' Church Hall, Blackburn Road,
Accrington. Non-members welcome - £1.00 minimum lecture fee.
Sunday 17 February : The Work of the Rochdale Hedgehog Rescue
Sue Lewis
Sunday 2 March : Remote Scottish Islands in a Small Boat
Steve Halliwell
Sunday 16 March : Chester Zoo - A Force in Conservation Worldwide
Sarah Bird
Sunday 30 March : Annual General Meeting
Refreshments slides and exhibits welcome
BOLTON FIELD NATURALISTS' SOCIETY
Meetings before Christmas will be held in the Dido Suite, Albert Halls Complex, Civic
Centre, Bolton commencing 7.30pm.
Please note that meetings after Christmas will be in the Central Library Lecture Theatre,
Bolton starting at 1.30pm. Non-members welcome - £1.50 admission
Monday 10 March : The Countryside in Spring
Brian Barnes
Monday 7 April : A Taste of Islay
Gordon Yates
CHEADLE HULME & BRAMHALL NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY
Indoor meetings are held in St. Michael's Church Hall, St. Michael's Avenue, Bramhall,
Stockport at 7.30pm unless otherwise indicated
Thursday 21 February : The Work of the Woodland Trust
Illustrated lecture by Andrew Bonehill
Thursday 20 March : Marine Sponges
Illustrated lecture by David Moss
Thursday 17 April : Medicinal & Culinary Uses of Herbs & Flowers
Illustrated lecture by Brian Barnes
Thursday 15 May : Cheese & Wine Social Evening
ALTRINCHAM AND DISTRICT NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY
Tuesday February 26 : Curioser and curioser
Illustrated lecture by Margaret Curry
Tuesday March 4 : Social Supper and bring & buy
Details from Committee. Limited Numbers



Page No. 13

Tuesday March 11 : Diving round Scotland
Illustrated lecture by David Moss
Tuesday March 25 : *Annual General Meeting*
With a short slide show to conclude the evening. Exhibits of natural history are
welcome
Supplementary Spring/Summer programme Will be available at this meeting.
Saturday April 5 : Ploughman's Lunch
Details from Committee
Tuesday April 8 : All about Bats
Illustrated lecture by Martin James
Tuesday April 22 :  History of the Green Man
Illustrated lecture by well-known TV personality Mark Olly
Tuesday May 13 : Jacksons Brickworks - before and after
Illustrated lecture by Pat Hilton
Saturday June 28 : Hutton Roof Crags, Burton in Kendal
9.30 a m. Full Day excursion for Orchids & Limestone Plants
Contact: 0161-865-0118
Saturday July 19 : Millers Dale for carboniferous limestone flowers
9.30 a.m. Full Day excursion : Contact: 0161-980-8645
Tuesday July 22 : Annual Barbecue
Details from Committee
Tuesday September 23 : The first indoor meeting commences
NORTHWESTERN NATURALISTS' UNION - BRYOPHYTE AND LICHENS
SECTION
All meetings on Saturdays, starting at 10.30 am ( except 10 May and 13 Sept., 11.00
am). Bring food and clothing adequate for a full day in rough country and bad weather.
Please check with section secretary (John Lowell - 0161 485 6892) a day or so before
the meeting, in case of cancellation or changes. "Beginners" are welcome any ANY
meeting, but especially so at those marked * , which will cater particularly for them.
Saturday 16 February : Worsley Woods.
Park Worsley Green SD750.003. Leader Audrey Locksley.
*Saturday 15 March : Barrow Bridge, Bolton.
Car Park SD688.117. Leader John Lowell
Saturday 12 April : Sefton Coast.
Car Park Lifeboat Road SD275.065. Leader Des Callaghan
Saturday 10 May : Eaves Wood, Silverdale.
Car Park SD471.759 Leaders Jim Adams and Wendy Nelson.
*Saturday 14 June : Alderley Edge.
Car Park SJ860.773. Leader Martha Newton.
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Saturday 26 July : Dale Head, Edale.
Park Barber Booth SK106.846 Leader Joan Egan.
Saturday 23 August : Naden.
Park at top of Woodhouse Lane, SD861.162. Leaders Alan and Norman Bamforth.
Saturday 13 September : Grizedale.
Park Grizedale Bridge, SD535490. Leader Des Callaghan.
Saturday 4 October : Manifold Valley.
Park roadside, Ecton, SK097.586. Leader Martha Newton
Saturday 1 November : Goyt Valley.
Car Park SK012.748. Leaders Alan and Norman Bamforth
Saturday 6 December : Helsby?
Details to be arranged.
LIVERPOOL BOTANICAL SOCIETY
Indoor meetings will be held at the Clore Natural History Centre, World Museum
Liverpool, William Brown Street.
Members are advised to check with meeting leaders or Wendy Atkinson for further
information regarding field trips, and the possibility of car sharing for the Downham
and Bowland meetings. Please wear suitable footwear and waterproof clothing for
meetings and bring a packed lunch.
Saturday 8 March: British Arctic-Alpine Plants… catch them while we still have
them?
Peter Gateley
ROCHDALE FIELD NATURALISTS’ SOCIETY
Indoor meetings are at Cutgate Baptist Church, Edenfield Road, Rochdale.
Charges -  Members £1.00, Non-members £2.00.
Thursday 14 February : Wild Flowers of the French Pyrenees
M. Edmunds
Saturday 16 February : Marbury/Neumann’s Flash/Anderton Boat Lift, Cheshire
Coach Trip
E and D Clutterbuck
Saturday 1 March : Hollingworth Lake Car Trip
S Collins
Thursday 13 March : Spurn Point and North Humberside
Jack Thompson
Saturday 15 March : Wirral Coast, Cheshire Coach Trip
K Sutton
Saturday 29 March : Widdop/Gibson Mill Car Trip
A Cross
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Thursday 10 April : Members Evening Saturday 12 April Llandudno Woods,
North Wales Coach Trip
S Collins
Saturday 26 April : River Calder, Padiham Car Trip
F Royle
Saturday 10 May : Leighton Moss (RSPB), Lancashire Coach Trip
B Tweedale
Saturday 31 May : Swallows Wood Reserve, Tintwistle Car Trip
E and D Clutterbuck
Saturday 14 June : Yorkshire Dales Coach Trip
P and R Maddock
Saturday 28 June : Wycollar Car trip
B Tweedale
Saturday 12 July : Spotborough and Denby Ings, Yorkshire Coach Trip
P Waddington / A Cross
Saturday 26 July : Moorgate Quarry, Uppermill Car Trip
H Bibby / M Mitchell
Saturday 9 August : Smardale, Cumbria Coach Trip
B Tweedale
Saturday 30 August : Syke Car Trip
A Ternent
Saturday 13 September : Blacktoft Sands/Fairburn Ings, Yorkshire Coach Trip
P and B Waddington
Saturday 27 September : Carr Wood Car Trip
K Sutton
Saturday 11 October : Spurn Point, Humberside Coach Trip
J Taylor
Saturday 25 October : Sabden Circular Car Trip
E and D Clutterbuck
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